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“wanted for nothing more. The peak of my aspirations, when I thought about what kind of life I wanted, was the simplest, quiet, ordinary life, in a normal world. Filled with mundane pleasures of greenery, blue skies, and human interaction, while staying safe and sound. Not to be one of the last ones standing in the ruins.” — Roman Romanovich, The Alchemist Jump to ratings and reviewsSo far, Edgar has proven successful in integrating into his new surroundings, learning, and enhancing his quality of life. Despite his best efforts to stay off the radar and keep
his talents a secret, he still needs to survive in a world full of unexpected dangers.As an alchemist, he has a lot of groundbreaking discoveries to offer to the aristocratic society. But the daunting task is to find the right balance and preserve his integrity while pursuing his ambition. How can he be sure that people won’t use his innovations for malevolent purposes?After the exams, Edgar took a well-deserved vacation, away from the shining lights of the capital. Upon return, he will have to decide whether it is a good idea to take a bold leap: to reveal his skills
and assert his rightful place in the world, determined to reclaim his aristocratic status in full.As if juggling two schools hasn’t been enough, Edgar now has a mentor and another important project. However, with new ventures come new obstacles and challenges, testing Edgar’s resolve like never before. Luckily, Ed isn’t one to back down easily!GenresFantasyUrban Fantasy 255 people are currently readingDisplaying 1 - 24 of 24 reviewsJanuary 19, 2025 The Alchemist: A Portal Progression Fantasy Series (The Alchemist, #3) by Roman Romanovich
Introduction "The Alchemist: A Portal Progression Fantasy Series (The Alchemist, #3)" is the third installment in Roman Romanovich's ambitious portal progression fantasy series. Released in 2024, this novel continues to build upon the unique blend of traditional fantasy elements, psychological depth, and character-driven narrative that has become the hallmark of Romanovich's writing. Series Context and Genre The Alchemist series falls within the portal progression fantasy subgenre, which combines elements of portal fantasy (characters transported to a
magical world) with progression fantasy (characters growing in power and skill). Romanovich's series stands out in this genre due to its strong focus on psychological development and the intricate interplay between alchemy and personal transformation.As the third book in the series, this installment plays a crucial role in advancing the overarching narrative. It builds upon the foundations laid in the previous books while setting the stage for future developments. The book likely serves as a pivotal point in the series arc, resolving some ongoing plot threads
while introducing new challenges that will drive the story forward. Plot and Narrative Structure While specific plot details are limited, the narrative continues to follow the protagonist, Edgar, as he navigates the fantastical world he has been transported to. The book maintains the series' focus on Edgar's personal growth and skill development, particularly in the realm of alchemy.A key element of the plot appears to be Edgar's efforts to increase his "danger index" and status within the new world. This suggests a continued emphasis on the progression aspect
of the story, with Edgar leveraging his unique skills and knowledge from his original world to adapt and grow in his new environment.The narrative likely follows a three-act structure, common in both individual books and overall series arcs. This structure allows for a complete story within the book while also contributing to the larger series narrative. Character Development Edgar, as the protagonist, remains the central focus of character development. His journey in this third installment is characterized by: Continued personal growth and adaptation to the
new world Development of alchemical skills and knowledge Efforts to increase his power and influence, possibly through a base-building arc Navigating complex relationships and challenges within the fantastical setting While specific details about other characters are not available, it's likely that both major and minor characters introduced in previous books continue to play significant roles. Their development likely mirrors and contrasts with Edgar's, providing a rich tapestry of character interactions and growth. Themes and Literary Elements Romanovich's
background as a psychologist continues to influence the thematic depth of the series. Key themes likely explored in this third book include: Personal transformation and self-discovery The interplay between power and responsibility Adaptation and resilience in the face of challenges The nature of alchemy as both a literal and metaphorical process of change The author's writing style likely maintains the psychological nuance and complex character development that has been established in previous installments. The use of alchemical processes as a central
symbol for personal and spiritual transformation is a unique literary device that sets this series apart in the genre. World-Building and Magic System The alchemical focus of the series suggests a magic system deeply rooted in transformation and the manipulation of matter. This third book likely expands on the world-building established in previous installments, potentially introducing new aspects of the alchemical system and its impact on the fantastical world.The hinted base-building arc suggests an expansion of the world's scope, possibly allowing readers
to explore new areas or delve deeper into the societal structures of this alternate reality. Strengths Psychological Depth: Romanovich's background in psychology continues to provide a unique perspective on character development and motivation. Unique Blend of Elements: The combination of portal fantasy, progression elements, and alchemical themes offers a fresh take on traditional fantasy tropes. Character Growth: The focus on Edgar's personal development and adaptation provides a strong narrative thread for readers to follow. World-Building: The
expansion of the alchemical system and potential base-building elements suggest a rich and evolving fantasy world. Potential Weaknesses Complexity: The blend of psychological depth and fantasy elements may be challenging for some readers, potentially requiring a higher level of engagement than typical genre fiction. Pacing: The series is known for its slow progression, which may not appeal to readers seeking faster-paced narratives. Conclusion "The Alchemist: A Portal Progression Fantasy Series (The Alchemist, #3)" by Roman Romanovich continues to
push the boundaries of the portal progression fantasy genre. By leveraging his background in psychology and extensive writing experience, Romanovich offers a fresh perspective on familiar fantasy tropes, creating a narrative rich in psychological depth and character development.This third installment solidifies the series' position as a unique entry in the fantasy genre, blending the allure of alchemical magic with a nuanced exploration of personal growth and transformation. While it may challenge readers with its complexity and deliberate pacing, "The
Alchemist, #3" promises a rewarding experience for those seeking a fantasy narrative that delves deep into the psyche of its characters and the intricacies of its world.As the series progresses, it will be interesting to see how Romanovich continues to develop the world, characters, and themes introduced in this and previous volumes. For readers who appreciate psychologically nuanced fantasy literature with a strong focus on character progression, "The Alchemist: A Portal Progression Fantasy Series (The Alchemist, #3)" stands as a compelling addition to the
genre, promising to leave a lasting impact on its audience.March 26, 2025"The Alchemist, Book 3," written by Roman Romanovich and narrated by Nick Flesher, is a captivating continuation of a portal progression fantasy series that blends intricate world-building with deep psychological insight. This 3rd book offers listeners an immersive journey into the life of Edgar, a reincarnated alchemist navigating a treacherous new world. Romanovich, a seasoned author with a background in psychology, crafts a narrative that stands out for its nuanced character
development and philosophical undertones, while Flesher’s narration elevates the experience with a dynamic and engaging delivery.In this 3rd installment, Edgar’s story picks up after a well-deserved break from the capital’s dazzling yet perilous spotlight. Having successfully integrated into his new surroundings, he’s now faced with a pivotal decision: whether to reveal his extraordinary alchemical talents and claim his place among the aristocracy, or not. The stakes are higher than ever as Edgar juggles a mentor, a new project, and the ever-present dangers
of a society teeming with ambition and deceit. Romanovich excels at weaving a plot that balances Edgar’s internal struggles - preserving his integrity while pursuing his ambitions - with external challenges, such as navigating aristocratic politics and ensuring his innovations aren’t twisted for malevolent ends. The tension between secrecy and self-assertion forms the emotional core of the book, making it a thought-provoking listen.One of the key highlights is the evolution of Edgar as a protagonist. No longer the novice of Book 1, he’s a young man growing into
his power, yet Romanovich keeps him relatable by exposing his vulnerabilities. The addition of a mentor adds a fresh dynamic, offering both guidance and friction that test Edgar’s resolve. The world-building remains a standout feature, with the aristocratic society painted in vivid detail - its opulence contrasted sharply by its undercurrents of danger. Romanovich’s psychological expertise shines through in the subtle interplay of human emotions and motivations, particularly in Edgar’s cautious interactions with allies and adversaries alike. The audiobook also
teases intriguing developments in the alchemical system, hinting at groundbreaking discoveries that promise to shape the series’ future without fully unveiling their impact.Nick Flesher’s narration is a triumph, bringing Romanovich’s prose to life with a voice that captures Edgar’s introspective nature and the story’s mounting tension. His pacing is impeccable, allowing quieter moments of reflection to breathe while infusing action sequences with urgency. Flesher’s ability to differentiate characters through tone and inflection adds depth, making even minor
figures memorable."The Alchemist, Book 3" doesn’t reinvent the fantasy wheel but refines it with a compelling mix of character-driven storytelling and intellectual heft. It’s a slow-burn progression tale that rewards patience with rich payoffs in character growth and world expansion. This audiobook is a must-listen for those invested in Edgar’s journey, leaving you eager for the next chapter without resolving all its mysteries.August 30, 2024Incredibly Good Isekai - fresh ideas - WOWHoly freaking cow! This series is phenomenal. Awesome on every front:
indirect characterization, foreshadowing, plot development, world building (2 worlds), not over explaining (and thereby becoming dull), no stat numbers constantly, very slow progression, like-able characters, nuanced understanding of human emotion/thought/interplay, philosophical nuggets, great fight scenes, well-built tension, political maneuvering, intriguing, complicated. I'm not going to add spoilers. I cannot wait for more. Author Romanovich is very very gifted. August 19, 2024Great series so far!First, I really love the setting and world, but the
characters make the story.All the characters are interesting. There are complex characters, genuine realistic sided to each of them, from human kindness, cunning, arrogance, interests and passions, and more. The magical aspects are also pretty interesting and if not unique, then definitely not mainstream. I haven’t seen them before so that’s cool. Recommend!March 21, 2025Gaining is a form of winning and losing As Ed increases his skills and knowledge of the "Walkers", defenses need to be made stronger and stronger. He can be the hero, but at what
cost?...Making protection for the Emperor and his family allows him to expand his abilities, but you should never Kidnap someone that builds weapons....Fun read that I couldn't put down!Read in 1 dayJuly 18, 2024Perfect Book 3After book 2 I was ready to see Edgar's personal development. I wanted to see him work on being a weapon and develop skills for this world using old world knowledge.He still gets beat up way more than I'd like and is still behind his peers in terms or his physcial attributes, but he is taking time to work on increasing his own danger
index.Increasing his status was also a good move. Hope he doesn't become too trusting and has countermeasures for the things he is developing or they can be used against him.Also I love Olga and Sergi, I enjoyed the back home scene. They must be protected at all cost. Looking forward to a potential base building arc with Alchemy that possibility was shown as well. There are just so many cool possibilities to see. Book 4 has potential to be the best one yet.July 25, 2024The not what you will expect.The hero goes thru a methodical pace of resolving his issues
and threats. I like a chest master was reborn in a world with magic. Every problem that comes he picks apart and uses his knowledge and reasoning to solve. He may have started at the bottom of society, in a short time he is building power and money.July 30, 2024FantasticLoving this series, you have cultivation maybe a bit of romance plus modern times not set in the past, a young boy trying to make his way in the world with powers nobody else has and an idea of the future.It's just sooooo long waiting for the books to come, if you like hunters code or the
healersway or the bastard then you will love this series.August 10, 2024Decent entertainment The protagonist doesn't have to struggle enough for the book being really good. By now he seemingly already overcame all his problems, Is well connected and becoming rich. I prefer facing similar stories where the protagonist has to fight hard to overcome the odds like the order of architects series, the bastard series and oleg sapphires the hunters code and the healers way series...gary-stu isekai kindle-unlimitedJune 1, 2025Edgar's crazy life continuesEdgar
continues to attract luck and enemies. For as powerful as he can be at times, he's at risk when caught off guard.I like that instead of bemoaning the challenges that come his way, or blaming others, he knuckles down and tries to figure out how to do better in the future.August 23, 2024Really good. Continues to keep the same suspense as one and two.Really enjoyed the story, great pacing, strong characters and an exciting plot line. Highly recommend reading it, it's a series I'll probably read more than once.August 25, 2024What an insane workloadI don't see
how somebody can have that huge workload and get anything done we'll also doing projects. It seems like he doesn't actually know what his family gifts are I thought he would have found out by now, but it seems pretty powerfulOctober 25, 2024Awesome, Awesome, Totally Awesome Fantastic work! The book is balanced between fighting, personal relationships and growth. Along with dire situations. Pulls you in and keeps on going. Can’t wait for book 4November 13, 2024Entertaining ReadEd grows in power, but so does the danger. Battle, study, business,
kidnapping, and mystery ensue. I like the action,, humor, and intrigue. I look forward to the next book. January 11, 2025Consistent burgeoning qualityMost authors are great with the first book or two, but when the publisher contracts them for further works the quality suffers. Romanovich manages to get a bit better as he expands on his developing world and develops the protagonists. Good read!August 9, 2024favorites self-pub-indie-pubJanuary 8, 2025Very well translated I like this series very much and English translation has great flow. I'm looking forward
to reading more books from this author. January 16, 2025It's annoying how short these books are.They are entertaining, but short. I will pick up the sequel.3/5 StarsFebruary 21, 2025Superb!!Nothing but a thrill to read A fantastic story, with a lot of great action though out the story. Which it seems it will continue in the next book!!July 11, 2025August 12, 20240h heck yeah! This third addition to the series was so exciting to read. I loved the action and all the schematics that Edgar has created. I'm eager to read the next book.July 19, 2024So much joy...I love
the pacing and characterizations in this series. I'm so happy that the storyline hasn’t gone stupid like so many do by book three. Reading this was a pleasure.Displaying 1 - 24 of 24 reviewsGet help and learn more about the design. Jump to ratings and reviewsMonty Bannerman's father is a leading genetic scientist who has just been seduced into joining what will shortly be the world's biggest pharmaceuticals giant, despite some misgivings about their company ethics. He needs their money, they need his mind. But when Monty stumbles upon a fertility drug
trial that is killing women and producing terribly deformed babies it looks like they have unwittingly sold themselves to the devil.GenresHorrorFictionThrillerCrimeMysteryNovelsAdult 181 people are currently readingPeter James is a global bestselling author, best known for writing crime and thriller novels, and the creator of the much-loved Detective Superintendent Roy Grace. With a total of 16 Sunday Times No. 1s under his belt, he has achieved global book sales of over 20 million copies to date and has been translated into 37 languages.Synonymous with
plot-twisting page-turners, Peter has garnered an army of loyal fans throughout his storytelling career - which also included stints writing for TV and producing films. He has won over 40 awards for his work, including the WHSmith Best Crime Author of All Time Award, Crime Writers’ Association Diamond Dagger and a BAFTA nomination for The Merchant of Venice starring Al Pacino and Jeremy Irons for which he was an Executive Producer. Many of Peter’s novels have been adapted for film, TV and stage.Displaying 1 - 30 of 91 reviewsJune 9, 20130k, major
spoiler in a slightly different way than normal, Peter used to be my brother-in-law, and I helped him a lot with the science. In fact if you read chapter 117, I turn up as a supporting character. Haven't re-read it since it first came out. Not entirely sure whether or not it's an entirely good idea to try. February 1, 2013When I began this one, I was soon under the impression that I was going to hate it. The writing was bad and the characters unlikable - the main protagonist is first described as looking perfect and handsome and sort of like Tom Cruise - how original,
1 thought. It takes about one hundred tedious pages before any kind of plot manages to take shape. But then it suddenly changes, and before you know it, the story begins unfolding into a shockingly dark and sinister tale about evil pharmacists, human-sacrificing satanists, and a global medical company that is a messed up and deranged as it is rich and powerful. This book starts off slow and boring, but before too long it morphs into a fast-paced thriller that I thoroughly enjoyed... July 16, 2022Mokslininkas Ri¢ardas yra vienas i$ garsiausiy, savo srities
specialistu. Ta¢iau nuolatiniai pykciai su kolegomis, finansiniai sunkumai vercia mokslininkq dairytis labiau finansiskai pelningesnio darbo. Garsu mokslininka ir jo dukteri i darbo pokalbj pasikviecia pasauliné farmacijos bendrové ,Bendix Schere”, o imonei sutikus su visomis mokslininko iskeltomis salygomis - tévas su dukra pradeda ir darby maratona Sioje imonéje. Taciau ne viskas yra pagrista gerais tikslais - neilgai trukus isryskéja, kad farmacijos bendroveés ,Bendix Schere” veikla pagrista nelabai $variais ketininimais.Pradékime nuo kirinio pradzios. Josios
minusai - nejvardinty, veikéju/skyriy, gausa ir labai léta pradzia. Skaityti sekési sunkiai vien dél $iy jvardinty minusy. Nuolat painiojausi ir nesupratau i$vis i$ kurio veikéjo varpinés yra kalbama, kokiems veikéjams reikéty prisikirti jy praeities nuotrupas. O ka jau kalbéti apie veiksmo trukuma... Vienu metu galvojau, kad taip ir nepabaigsiu skaityti $ios knygos, nes zitrint i josios apimtj (511 puslapiu) - tikrai nenoréjau jklitti i neskaitymo klampyne. Taciau net nepriéjus kurinio vidurio jis i$ esmés pageréjo - pagaliau buvo pristatyti visi veikéjai, tapo lengviau
priskirti vieniems ar kitiems praeities nuotrupas, o ir kirinio veiksmas paintensyvéjo, pagreitéjo. Jau tada negaléjau atsitraukti nuo $io kiirinio, o 511 josios puslapiu émé rodytis per maZai - noréjosi dar ir dar sekti veikéju kovos kelig su pasauline farmacijos bendrove. Pasirodo, norint i$ties mégautis $iuo kiiriniu turi perlipti pradZios létumo barjera. Tada ir atsiskleidZia kiirinio gerumas - idomiai i$plétota veikéju priesistoré, lemianti ju dabartinius pasirinkimus, charakterio savybes. Sis kiirinys yra puikus pavyzdys, jog kartais gana greitai numesdami ,nejdomia”
knyga galime prarasti ypac¢ turininga laika su isties puikiu skaitiniu.November 8, 20110h dear what happened.I was really enjoying this book, the storyline was great, kept you hooked, now and then there were some silly parts but I could take or leave them bits.Unfortunately towards the end it got sillier and sillier and I was disappointed that what started as a promising story ended so crap.February 3, 2024Intriguojanti knyga, su kiek kitokiu siuzetu, Siek tiek mistikos, galios, ir keisty dalyky. Kai dukra su tévu negaudami finansavimo, nusprendzia pereiti i
nauja imone, prasideda daug netikéty atradimu, baimé, ir galia, ka gali Si formacijos vieta. Keliaujant $ia kelione, Zmonés mirsta vienas po kito, nors kazka zinantis, lieka tik jie, trise, pries visus.April 10, 2021Such a long book and not once did i feel it was dragging, could not put it down loved every second of this book definately a winner in my eyesJune 13, 2023June 9, 2013Be afraid, be very afraid of big pharmaceutical organisations. When Montana Bannerman’s Nobel prize-winning father sells his company (including his genetics research and laboratory) to
a giant corporation, Bendix Schere, that labels itself as ’‘caring,’ she and her father think their financial problems are over. All they need to do now is research for cures that will benefit mankind. Right? Wrong. Within a short space of time, a pushy reporter (Zandra Wollerton) working on a wild and seemingly far-fetched story is dead. Too many babies are being born with Cyclops Syndrome. Is this coincidence or genetic engineering? Then when more people connected to the company and the investigation start dying—sometimes in front of Monty—she takes
fright. Who is behind the world’s most caring company’s hidden agenda? And when Monty narrowly escapes an attempt on her life, she wonders who can she trust? A co-worker? The police? Everyone she speaks to ends up dead!What a thriller. I read this book a while ago and enjoyed it even more on the second read. It is a thought-provoking novel with enough of a sprinkling of the occult to remain credible. The Satanic/occult side is not overdone, and wasn’t magic really science in disguise thousands of years ago? There is also enough science and genetics to
keep the reader interested without overwhelming the layman with too much ‘stuff.” Flashbacks are relevant and add to the story. The author has a way of keeping readers intrigued as new information filters through. I liked the characters very much and found them believable. The action jumps between scenarios to keep the readers on the edge of their seats. The plot is complex, but ‘big reveals’ are surprising and conspiracy theorists will be satisfied with this book. One wonders, after reading this book, if the author knows something we do not. Even though
this book was published in 1999, its relevance for today is perhaps even more compelling. We have become so dependent on medication, and (most interestingly) a new trend coming to the fore is genetic analysis. People can have themselves tested to see what diseases they might develop in the future and take steps accordingly to prevent such diseases developing. Perhaps big pharmaceutical companies will see a gap here and fact becomes stranger than fiction...June 15, 2018A brilliant, if not slightly predictable thriller/horror book dealing with medicine and
genetic engineering. I've noticed that several of Peter James's books follow a certain formula where the two main characters meet and then predictably fall in love. Some really messed-up things happen in this book, as well. Hell, as early as the prologue you've got Satanic rituals, goat sacrifice and a torn-apart human torso. January 18, 2021MessyTook a while to get going,then the plot line became quite interesting, though the main characters a bit weak. Male quote : Hollywood looks ect, female blonde beautiful and super smart, although she does some
incredibly stupid things. The final part is frankly a mess when it becomes wrapped up in the occult. I couldn't understand.why the super efficient evil doers became so lax.February 9, 2023As I've been working my way through Peter James' pre-Roy Grace novels, I found a rapid improvement as he moved away from fairly generic horror novels into a more chiller-based approach that seemed to suit his writing better and provides more of a hint of what he was to become. What was less than ideal was that as he had become more comfortable as a writer, Peter
James tended to write much longer novels, which were still good, but had a little more padding than was entirely necessary."Alchemist", the seventh novel I had read, but the twelfth James had published, is initially the story of Dr Dick Bannerman and his daughter Montana, known as Monty. Bannerman is a geneticist who has won a Nobel Prize for his research but due to refusing to patent his work or move to the private sector, he doesn't have a huge amount of money. One day, the Bannermans are approached by a pharmaceutical giant in the form of Bendix
Schere, who promise to vastly increase both their remuneration and their available laboratory space.Despite their facade of being a caring company, Bendix Schere have some restrictive rules for their employees, banning them from drinking and smoking, even outside working hours. They are also very keen on shutting down any kind of dissent, even from within their own business and they will watch carefully over employees who don't seem inclined to do everything without question. The company's professional activities are also raising suspicions, as several
women who were taking a fertility drug they produce have had strange symptoms and deformed babies and when Montana is approached by a local news reporter, whose daughter dies giving birth to one of these, she starts trying to find out if it's true.As with the last novel I had read, "Host", I did feel that the novel went into a little too much detail on occasion. The success of Bendix Schere was a mixture of medical research and Satanic ritual and whenever some of the characters were engaged in either, it went into more detail than was necessary and this
slowed the advance of the plot. Some of the computing trickery that was involved in hacking into their systems for information also took too long to get into although, given the age of the novel, they do seem rather simplistic by today's technology. What this also meant was that when the story came to an end, it seemed to finish quite quickly relative to what had gone on before and left the novel as a whole feeling a touch unbalanced.Whilst the plot was a little lacking in some areas, the characterisation was much better in comparison, at least where the major
characters were concerned. It was obvious which side we were supposed to be rooting for, with the good-natured breaking of the rules of the Bannermans and Conor Molloy and the kindly nature of Winston Smith (a name I very much doubt was a random choice) and HUbert Wentworth contrasting nicely with the single-minded drive of Dr Crowe and Major Gunn and the urbane smoothness of Sir Neil Rorke. Some of the minor characters weren't as well-written and some where there simply to be collateral damage later on, only some of which seemed to add
much to the plot.The blurb on the novel suggested that they felt Peter James was finding areas between Michael Crichton and Stephen King with this novel. I would argue at the latter, as the only thing he owes to King was the length of the novel, but the scientific thriller nature did evoke Crichton's "Jurassic Park" in some aspects and "The Andromeda Strain" in others. Whilst "Alchemist" may ultimately be a touch darker than Crichton's work and has a lot more padding, the scientific thriller genre of novel this is certainly bears comparison and whilst it may
benefit from a touch more brevity, it's a decent read.July 11, 2017Alchemist was written during the tail end of a surge in conspiracy thrillers. The mid-90s saw many authors writing stories involving sinister organisations and cabals, each with their own diabolical schemes and malevolent plans for domination. James has tweaked it, adding an unusual tilt which means this novel doesn't sit squarely in any one genre.It's a lengthy yarn though and at times it rinses and repeats it content rather than just getting on with it. The characters are interesting enough
however James' insistence on keeping back information for big reveals near the end can be somewhat frustrating. These flaws are smoothed over by the sheer scale of the hopelessness the central characters must face and the claustrophobic nature of the plot.October 10, 2018Intricate sub-plots, science, mystery, superstition, and the supernatural, James has it all combined. I really enjoyed the story, being led through the events with the characters. I'd have liked to give another star but the characters were somewhat cardboard, except for the main female
protagonist and the main male protagonist's mother who had personality I could immerse in. I think the story could have been tightened down, but this is just one reader's preference and a bit of one writer's learning opinion. However, it was surprisingly difficult to predict what would happen in the plot (the characters are another story) and that was refreshing.July 23, 2020Monty n'en peut plus de courir constamment derriére les financements pour que le laboratoire de son pere puisse tourner, elle finit donc par le convaincre de le faire racheter par une
grande multinationale pharmaceutique qui lui permettra de continuer sereinement ses recherches sans pression financiére... mais était-ce vraiment une bonne idée ?!Comme pour tous les livres de Peter James, le suspens est au rendez-vous et le mystére aussi mais contrairement a d'habitude, j'ai trouvé que les ficelles étaient un peu trop grosses et 1'histoire un peu trop téléphonée par moments. J'ai passé un bon moment de lecture mais ce ne fut pas fabuleux.En bref : moins plaisant que d'habitude.July 21, 20241 really love James’ Roy Grace series. So much
that I automatically get hold of any Peter James book I can find. Unfortunately, this one was not for me. I nearly gave up on it twice. I wanted to know how Monty was going to stop the bad guys. That element was fine. But I really didn’t like the whole Satanic thing. I'd have preferred a straightforward mad/bad guy. That’s just me.One other thing which niggled was an error unworthy of an author of James’ calibre. Chapter 1 has Sarah conceive in November 1993. Even assuming the 30th, that would make September 5th (chapter 9) more than the 8.5 months
claimed. She would in fact be overdue.December 8, 20170ne of Peter James’ earlier novels from 1996, this deals with genetic modification. Monty and her Nobel winning scientist father, agree to be taken over by huge pharmaceutical company Bendix-Schere based in London. Monty meets Hubert, the father of one of her previous employees, who has recently died after giving birth to a Cyclops Syndrome baby. She had been taking a fertility drug, Maternox, made by Bendix and Hubert has details of two identical cases. A really good, detailed story that lays
open the greed of such companies and the lengths they will go to, to make more moneyJune 13, 2018An intriguing plot about the daughter of an eminent scientist who uncovers wrongdoings at BigPharma, Bendix Schere. Montana Bannerman and her dad Don join BS so that he can do more gene therapy research. BS want him on the payroll so that they can doctor existing drugs to carry diseases, which they then cure - at a price. Patent lawyer, Conor Molloy joins the team with the secret goal of avenging the death of his father. Satanism plays a big role in the
book with the interwoven story of Daniel Judd, a boy who is persecuted by religious parents. August 5, 2022What was really clever about this book was the fact that (like many of Peter James' novels) it was so plausible. It was scary to think that this might actually be really happening in our pharmaceutical companies right now. Indeed his introduction set the scene for the possibility that our drug companies might introduce problems which require drugs which only they can sell - genius especially following the recent global pandemic! The book was a great
read which you really wanted to follow and believe was solved or the wrong righted in the end.January 8, 2019Not for the faintheartedWell constructed with clearly a very well researched story line that provokes deep thought and concern. Intertwined with a satanic storyline that some readers may find deeply disturbing. Spoilt as so often by far to many careless and stupid typos. The author thanks his editors, the reader may wonder why. It seems the art of proof reading no longer exists. November 17, 2024A slow starter for me, took me a few attempts of
picking it and up before I could get into it. There were parts of the story I loved, that had the excitement of a great thriller but other parts that felt a bit long winded. I really enjoyed the premise of Big Pharma controlling us all but the occult part just didn’t work for me. I couldn’t get the two stories to belong as one in my brain. Overall a good read, I liked the authors writing style and appreciated the research into it all. chapters-caffeine-book-clubFebruary 26, 2025"Cobras always smile before they strike".I must admit, I didn't go for this book because of the
blurb, as it didn't excite me at all. I purely went for the fact it was by Peter James. Yes, it started off slow and some of the technical, medical terms flew way over my head but I still really enjoyed it. I can relate the experience of reading this book to riding a roller coaster. At first, the long slow climb. Then you reach the top and whoosh! The revelation of the "Baddie" was no surprise to me at all though.July 15, 2017A clever storyline; part of which that is not outside the realm of possibilities as technologies continue to advance.Perhaps the most amusing part of
this book though was the long descriptions of how to create and use an 'eMail', which swiftly dated the text, but also provided for some amusing chapters. March 31, 2022The first 100 pages were a bit of a satanic slog and then it turned into a different book - more of a thriller - and the pace picked up. Overall I enjoyed it but the whole occult side felt very superfluous and as if the writer was out of his area of expertise. If he'd just made it a medical thriller it would have been a much better [and shorter!] book.October 7, 2022Had to DNF it on page 30.. Such
unlikeable and stubborn protagonist, followed everywhere by his puppy daughter. I can't push myself anymore. In future I will give it another chance because the reviews are usually quite good, the story as given on the back of the book has potential hence why I decided to take it on.. Maybe in future.December 17, 2022When Monty persuades her Dad the Nobel prize winning genetics to join a global pharmaceutical business, she is delighted - no more worries about money.But when a journalist comes to her with a story, she starts to investigate what is really
going on and has no idea how dangerous it is going to get.Fast paced thriller about ethics and morality.March 15, 2024Book was bad and was a complete torture reading it. It was excruciating.Plot took too long to thicken and when it did, it was only a mere 50 pages of real content. Too much fillers and unnecessary chapters. Imagine reading it and waiting for 600 over pages to find out where it was going towards.Please do yourself a favour and don’t buy this book January 17, 2025A gripping thriller.Peter James has written a long, well researched thriller that
keeps you turning the pages. With explicit sex and gruesome murders this is an adult novel that may upset some readers. Peter James has been compared to Stephen King, but his horror scenes are in my opinion way beyond anything SK has written. June 11, 20251 really wanted to like this but this was such a long slog for me! I feel like the premise was interesting and there were good gruesome scenes etc but it was just so drawn out where a faster pace I think would have suited it better. I've heard a lot of good things about Peter James and his Roy Grace
series so will be trying that next in the hope that it’s my cup of tea [JJ Displaying 1 - 30 of 91 reviewsGet help and learn more about the design. Jump to ratings and reviewsIn his world, he was the last remaining alchemist, one of the few survivors living amidst the ruins of a once-great civilization. Refusing to give up on life, but seeing that nothing could save his home, he challenged himself to find a way out of such an inhospitable place.After years of dedicated research, he devised a ritual to transport himself to another world. But the outcome was far from
anticipated. Instead of mere displacement, he underwent a rebirth.He ended up in a new body, a new world, surrounded by new threats lurking around every corner. And they primarily manifested themselves in the form of other people. Aristocrats of the ancient empire who fight for supremacy, demons capable of healing the most terrible wounds, and Walkers who have the ability to teleport anywhere they wished.But a true master of alchemy does not allow himself to be perturbed. Edgar’s intelligence, skill, and alchemic knowledge are still with him, and the
one who has once accomplished the impossible won’t go down without a fight, regardless of the circumstances.GenresFantasyUrban FantasyAudiobookMagicYoung Adult 1079 people are currently readingDisplaying 1 - 30 of 67 reviewsApril 20, 2024Drawn out.This starts fast with a quick transition into the main story. That is where the issues start. It slows down to a crawl and barely involves any alchemy. Everything is drawn out and the pace is glacier. Things pick up near the end but it culminated in a very unsatisfying conclusion. To slow with no pay off, do
not recommend.June 2, 2024Placing a lot of Historical references and personalities (families) from the last of the Russian Czars is "interesting" but "confusing" at the same time. This is an Urban/Rural Sci-Fi-Fantasy series that doesn't really have a time period because it jumps around 19th-20th-and before/and beyond periods of Earth with a lot of SuperNatural beings (Demons, Magic (healers, etc.) casters, and over-powered beings). The "confusing" the time periods, convolutes the story, the main theme and the action from the main characters. It was
entertaining and interesting to read. I feel it needs a lot more depth (in the descriptions, time periods, ages of characters, personalities, etc.). Author tries to create a system-like story but doesn't really commit to a system. Main character is Over-Powered, it is yet another "isekai" (body snatcher) book series. Author skips a lot of the time where the story progresses: for instance, main character spends about 1.5 years being used as a "laboratory specimen", but never really gets into what happens there, why the main character was chosen, etc. Author doesn't
really describe the "family life" before the violent incidents either. I would recommend a general edit of the entire story. To have the story be more focused and effective. Author prioritizes non-important events to actions that push the main theme and secondary story arcs along.Main character was a "great alchemist" in his previous life (before the isekai/body snatcher event), but other than placing "magic seals" (that are really not related to alchemy (magical recipes to improve cultivation, heal, etc.) Main character spends more time smithing than real
"alchemy". The other thing, mentioned on the summary of this urban/rural-fantasy novel series is they mention "portals", but this first book doesn't get into dimensional space, space portals or teleportation at all. "Body-snatching" (isekaing) into a body (main character) is usually considered "summoning" magic. If it really was "portal-magic" there would not have been any need for the main character to "body-snatch" anyone's existence in this "other world"/"other-reality". May 23, 2024Forced narrative...Great concept, but a lot of the story was forced imo.
Directly telling story elements rather than letting it be discovered. Almost everything with Roman was like being told what was happening in a table top by a GM. Not certain I will be back for book two.March 25, 2025“The Alchemist, Book 1,” written by Roman Romanovich and narrated by Nick Flesher, is a captivating entry into the portal progression fantasy genre, released as an audiobook in 2024. This 1st installment of a series introduces listeners to a richly imagined world through the journey of Edgar, a resilient alchemist thrust into an unexpected
rebirth. Romanovich, a seasoned author with a background in psychology, crafts a narrative that blends intricate world-building with deep character exploration, while Flesher’s narration elevates the experience with a dynamic and immersive performance.The story begins with Edgar as the last alchemist in a crumbling, dystopian world. Unwilling to succumb to despair, he devises a ritual to escape his doomed homeland, only to find himself reborn in a new body in an unfamiliar realm. This premise sets the stage for a tale of adaptation and survival, as Edgar
navigates a vibrant yet perilous society populated by scheming aristocrats, teleporting Walkers, and demons with uncanny healing abilities. Romanovich’s psychological insight shines through in Edgar’s internal struggles - his determination to retain his identity and skills amidst chaos is both relatable and inspiring. The audiobook’s strength lies in its ability to balance this introspective depth with a fast-paced plot filled with intrigue and danger.A key highlight is the unique take on alchemy, which feels less like traditional potion-brewing and more like a
versatile, almost scientific craft tailored to Edgar’s intellect. This creative re-interpretation keeps the listener engaged, as Edgar’s problem-solving becomes a lens through which we explore the world’s rules and mysteries. The supporting cast, though painted in shades of gray, adds complexity - aristocrats jockey for power, and shadowy figures hint at larger forces at play. Romanovich avoids over-explaining, instead letting the world unfold organically, which builds anticipation for future installments.Nick Flesher’s narration is a standout feature. His voice
carries a gravitas that suits Edgar’s seasoned perspective, while his pacing keeps the tension alive during action sequences. Flesher deftly shifts tones to reflect the story’s emotional beats - whether it’'s Edgar’s quiet resolve or the menace of a new threat - making the book feel brisk yet immersive. His performance enhances the audiobook’s cinematic quality, drawing listeners into the gritty streets and opulent halls of this strange new world.Some may find the initial world-building dense, as Romanovich prioritizes atmosphere over immediate clarity, yet these
contribute to the story’s distinct flavor, appealing to those who enjoy a slow-burn narrative with intellectual undertones.“The Alchemist, Book 1” is a compelling blend of innovation and execution. It’s a promising start to a series that rewards patience and curiosity, leaving you eager to follow Edgar’s next steps without revealing where his path ultimately leads. For fans of portal fantasy and character-driven tales, this audiobook is a must-listen.May 24, 2024Could not force myself to finish this bookIn total honesty I did not finish this book. I only got to about
48%. From the start in was an incoherent mess and I really tried but it just wasn't worth the suffering. Heres some bullet points.- Basic explanation of how alchemy works came up at 45% of the way through when it should have been at the start. Even then the whole concept of alchemy is pretty much magical catch all so the MC can just do whatever whenever with no good reasoning.- The pacing is horrible and keeping track of how much time has passed is very difficult.- The writing quality is very poor and needs serious editing. It appears to be translated
from another language with sentences everywhere that makes no sensel honestly don't know how this has so many good reviews. There are a few genuine ones at the lower end but the rest must have read a different book completely...August 27, 2024This is the stereotypical Russian novel, The Russians follow a template of writing, first they must always make the MC suffer, break them down and slowly very slowly build them up all at the same time making the reader/listener deal with the nonsense. This book is the same, the MC is not likeable, just some
teenager doing teenage things at one point. Pretty pointless book.Oh and there's no alchemy! It's a translation thing.annoying-teen file13 i-gave-up January 18, 2025 The Alchemist by Roman Romanovich Introduction The Alchemist by Roman Romanovich is the first installment in the "A Portal Progression Fantasy Series," published on March 26, 2024. This novel marks a significant entry in the portal progression fantasy subgenre, blending elements of traditional fantasy with a unique focus on character development and psychological depth. As the inaugural
book in a planned five-part series, "The Alchemist" sets the stage for an ambitious narrative that promises to captivate readers with its intricate world-building and complex character arcs. Author Background Roman Romanovich brings a unique perspective to the fantasy genre, drawing from his extensive background as both a prolific author and a practicing psychologist. With over seventy books to his name, Romanovich's journey as a writer is marked by a commitment to continuous learning and improvement. His experience as a psychologist significantly
influences his writing, allowing him to create layered stories and complex characters that resonate with readers on a deeper level. This blend of literary creativity and psychological insight sets Romanovich apart in the crowded field of fantasy authors. Plot and Premise The novel likely follows the conventions of portal progression fantasy. One can expect a narrative that involves characters being transported to a fantastical world where they must navigate challenges and grow in power or skill. As the title suggests a focus on alchemy, which may play a central
role in the protagonist's journey and the magic system of the world.The book's length of 336 pages indicates a substantial narrative that allows for detailed world-building and character development. As the first in a series, "The Alchemist" likely sets up the foundational elements of the world, introduces key characters, and establishes the central conflicts that will drive the overarching story. Themes and Literary Elements Given Romanovich's background in psychology, "The Alchemist" likely explores themes related to personal growth, self-discovery, and the
human psyche. The portal fantasy element provides a perfect backdrop for examining how characters adapt to new environments and challenges, potentially serving as a metaphor for real-world personal transformations.The progression aspect of the story suggests themes of perseverance, skill acquisition, and the journey from novice to master. These themes are likely intertwined with the alchemical elements, possibly exploring the transformation of both matter and self.Literary elements such as symbolism and motifs are probably employed to reinforce the
thematic content. The alchemical process itself may serve as a central symbol for personal and spiritual transformation. The author's psychological background suggests a nuanced approach to character development, with internal conflicts and growth being as important as external challenges. Strengths Psychological Depth: Romanovich's background as a psychologist likely results in characters with complex motivations and realistic psychological profiles, adding depth to the narrative. Unique Blend of Genres: The combination of portal fantasy, progression
elements, and alchemical themes offers a fresh take on traditional fantasy tropes. Author's Experience: With over seventy books under his belt, Romanovich brings a wealth of storytelling experience to this new series. Series Potential: As the first book in a planned five-part series, "The Alchemist" has the opportunity to set up a rich, expansive world with long-term character arcs and plot developments. Potential Weaknesses Genre Conventions: While the psychological elements may set it apart, the book still operates within the conventions of portal fantasy
and progression fantasy, which may feel familiar to seasoned readers of the genre. Complexity: The blend of psychological depth and fantasy elements may be challenging for some readers, potentially requiring a higher level of engagement than typical genre fiction. Series Dependency: As the first book in a series, it may leave some plot threads unresolved, which could be frustrating for readers seeking a more self-contained story. Impact The book's impact on the genre may be significant if it successfully integrates psychological depth with traditional fantasy
elements. It has the potential to appeal to a broad audience, from fans of portal fantasy to readers interested in character-driven narratives with psychological underpinnings. Conclusion "The Alchemist" by Roman Romanovich represents an intriguing addition to the portal progression fantasy subgenre. By leveraging his background in psychology and extensive writing experience, Romanovich offers a potentially fresh perspective on familiar fantasy tropes. The novel's strengths lie in its promise of psychological depth, unique thematic blend, and the author's
proven storytelling abilities.While it remains to be seen how well "The Alchemist" balances its various elements, the book stands as a promising start to a new series that could push the boundaries of what readers expect from portal fantasy. Romanovich's psychological insights, combined with the allure of alchemical magic and character progression, create a compelling foundation for a series that may well leave a lasting impact on the genre.For readers seeking a fantasy novel that offers more than just surface-level adventure, "The Alchemist" by Roman
Romanovich appears to be a worthy contender. As the series progresses, it will be interesting to see how the author develops the world, characters, and themes introduced in this inaugural volume, potentially setting a new standard for psychologically nuanced fantasy literature.June 29, 20241 think the thing that interests me the most about this series so far is the setting. Its an extreme form of alternate history; with the story taking place on Earth and set in Russia. Time period wise its really hard to place. There are cars, landline phones, trains, planes, and
helicopters; but there hasn't been any mention of radio, TV, or computers. Also, no mention of the USSR or a cold war. The problem with this is that its difficult for me to draw a good picture of what a place like Moscow looks like in this story. Is it lots of less than 10 story buildings or are there some skyscrapers? Is it a concrete jungle or no?The magic system still hasn't been explored super well, but the MC's magic feels pretty soft-ish. A lot of different "Laws of Alchemy" get tossed around, but it feels pretty loose. I don't hate it but some aspects of the writing
do leave me wondering what is actually happening in scenes some times. Like you'll often see mention of the MC using a seal or something, and sometimes its clear he actually physically carved it into something and other times I can only assume he's doing something more akin to like a character from Naruto drawing sigils in the air which feels like it runs counter to the "precise" nature of alchemy the MC goes on about [|d".As far as the characters are concerned. I don't have any complaints but they also aren't quite that remarkable yet. I also can't tell if the
cast is going to be entirely tossed after Book 1 or not either. At the very least, I can kind of sympathize with the MC, and can say he doesn't feel too weird considering his background.If there are any real negatives with Book 1 its that the start (ie: first couple chapters) feels really fast; and as a result, I struggle to feel invested in what happened to the MC on Earth. The other main negative is that the grammar and wording of some sentences is just weird or plain wrong (requiring the reader to guess meaning). I'm going to either assume this is a translation
issue or that its just a "English as a Second Language" type deal, because that is the only thing that makes sense to me. The errors are not super regular and you might only encounter them once every 2 chapters or so.I'm checking out book 2 to see where this story heads.November 4, 2024This is another volume in the string of Russian fantasy writers in the Progression or LitRPG genres (such as Alexey Osadchuk, Oleg Sapphire, Yuri Vinokuroff, and Alexey Kovtunov). Like this series, the plots tend to have main characters who are aristocrats but shun the
trappings of the elite--at least their entitlements and arrogance. I find it strange that after over a hundred years of communism and post-communism, the distinction between aristocrat and commoner remains so central. Also, the main characters tend to come from other worlds with exceptional gifts so they are overpowered in the new one--albeit secretly. Gender roles are pretty traditional (though there are definitely strong women) with the men being both heroic and a bit hedonistic. Troubled by becoming too murderous, the heroes nevertheless find it
necessary to kill regularly. The ALCHEMIST series reminds me of the books by Edgar Rice Burroughs I read when I was younger--not that deep psychologically with an emphasis on getting stronger, continuous action, going crisis to crisis, with multiple occurrences where the hero wins despite stronger opponents. Here the author spends a little too much time explaining the hero's thinking, which slows the action, and sometimes mistakes regular life as moving the plot along. Still, it is entertaining and fun to read in the context of a Russian perspective. (Within
the Russian circle of writers, my favorite so far has been Alexey Osadchuk's LAST LIFE series.) To me three stars means that, despite flaws, the author accomplishes what he or she sets out to do--in this case, write an interesting progressive fantasy series that makes me want to read the next volume.June 24, 2024Not really alchemy, not like runes The plot is okay. Not sure why they call the main character in alchemist he doesn't use any kind of potions he doesn't change the state of a solid to a liquid or a solid to another solid there's nothing about chemical
compositions anything like that it's more like he creates seals which are just inscribed type runes on himself in the area around him and on things he creates but I wouldn't call that alchemy. I like his power, it's just weirdly labeled. The book is 250 pages which is really short but I guess the author is going for a serial type format which is kind of feels like a cop out to me. A lot happens in this book despite its length. Not sure why the author felt the need to place this adult man who's lived a bunch of lifetimes in a sexual relationship with a 15 year old but other
than that it's okay. I read the next book and it's not very good. The POV switches in this novel are bearable in comparison to the next one. I think they also could have gone without romance or sexuality in this first book since the main character is in a Minor's body and there was so much other plot to get through that felt more rushed.June 27, 2024Unfortunately underwhelmingThe name of the book seems to be a translation error as the protagonist never shows any indication of being an alchemist in the traditional sense. He is more of an artificer and
runologist.The pacing: I assume this is an early work of the author as the pacing is really bad. The part regarding the family is way too short and they get not introduced enough for to reader to care about them. The time at the research facility is super short as well despite supposedly lasting about 18 months. On the other hand the time in the forest and school felt too long. All in all not much happens at all throughout the book.Fleeting or contraproductive characters:Several characters get introduced only to disappear shortly after. I found the decision to show
the perspectives of Roman and the Emperor rather contraproductive as it takes away from the mystery and does not give much in return.Plot armor:The way the protagonist got the super rare, super powerful meteor ore artificact that early on was highly unbelievable. Given the fact that the artififact is worth more than most of the province the persons possessing it would not act like cheap thugs.gary-stu isekai kindle-unlimitedMay 23, 2024Some of this is lost in translation. Unique world building, interesting main character. Overall I like the book but it had its
problems. The main character was interesting and move the story along. The parallel sub plots of the storyline where Pace killers and confusing information dumps. The story never really explained the world's power dynamics clearly, and although the actual explanations were clear, they never cohesively came together. I did not enjoy the subplots because they killed the pace of the story, and never once did the author make the reader vested in the side plots. I think some of the story may have been lost in translation, however I certainly have read worst
stories and will probably try book 2.0ctober 17, 2024Good story, somewhat disapointing protagonistHonestly, it's a pretty good story. The writing is good and the protagonist is likeable. However, his past and magic system doesn't live up to expectations. Ed is a genius who was able to perform such advanced runework/alchemy that he transfered himself to another world. And by his pov, he's not unknowledgable. So how is it that he seems to be useless in his magic system? His efforts in protecting his 'family' is disapointing at best. Runework/alchemy is the
magic of preparation and stored potential. And yet he seems to only put together half-hearted protections. He doesn't seem determined to protect anyone until there's a present threat. Other than that, there's the whole underage s*x thing. June 7, 2024Great read and so enjoyablelt's just such a fun book , starts slowish and then just reads right on through to entertaining and so immersive , you can see everything he describes and its so smooth . Easy to read and a good story to boot , the characters are well thought out and great personalities you slowly learn
about everybody and the main character isn't over powered , you see him use the other world knowledge and mix it with his new place , there's action and learning and growing up, also there's messed up life lessons he learns and applies the lessons from both worlds . You won't be disappointed in this book, all I can really say is enjoy. December 14, 2024So most Fantasy lately comes with settings in Europe and mostly in Western Europe. Yes, occasionally I get writers from other countries and this is a really good one. The story is based on a decimated Russian
or similar country. Not only are there magicians but also demons. Pick your poison I guess. Our main character Edgar comes from another world were he was an Alchemist. Now he does mention that one law we all know from Full Metal Alchemist but the rest of them are a bit easier it seems. All in all I liked the book and feel that it would be great to read the rest of the series.adventure fantasy magic January 8, 2025character development is horrible There's no two way about it the main character (MC) is a brat without any empathy or emotional depth. He has
no wisdom and is as mature as a teenager but he is living a second life... it's a disgrace! Just another MC trying to game a world to "win" with very few badly made connections/relationships to other people.The side characters are absolutely flat! They have no depth, no life and no purpose but to support, hinder, or oppose the MC.I definitely do not recommend to read this book!June 15, 2024Book oneFor me this book seemed a bit short. I've gotten used to reading five hundred plus page books.There wasn't enough world building or even character development.
I felt like I knew more about the character from the interludes than I did for the MC.Holy cow, I feel like this book was more interlude than anything else.I'll post the mistakes I found on Goodreads.5/10 I might come back to this series at a later date.July 5, 2024Not what I expected but very good!Alchemists, potions, pills and medicine are what I expected but in this story, alchemists are more like a thaumaturge. Magic symbols, the power of like affecting like, etc. It’s a story of survival, second chances, and appreciation of what’s really important. It’s also has
realistic character growth. Really enjoyed it and I'm looking forward to the next novel. August 3, 2024A Solid power progression saga, good Characters, solid plot. These Russian guys - the Authors -consistently spin a good yarn. In this, a re-birth from a bleak, dystopian world, offers the character, Ed, a seemingly good stable new start as a child in a happy family but chaos & danger occurs, causing him to hide out & re-learn his talents. Look forward to rest of the seriesBB VancouverAugust 22, 2024it was the relationships that kept me readingAn isekai litrpg
that is light, at least in the first book, on stats but rich in story telling that builds relationships around the protagonist. The world is a version of our own, only with powers and magic. What is special is the characterizations and how the author does it while keeping inner monologues interesting.I plan to keep on reading and have followed the author.September 8, 2024Lost 1 star for the pedo creepy aspect. This is one of the grey areas that I really cringe at when reading isekai when the mc is shoved into a younger body. I understand from a physical (RAGING
HORMONES) pov, but an old guy in a teenager's body having a relationship with another teenager is cringe af, teetering into fucking pedo zone. This is why I love Legend of the Arch Magus by Michael Sisa, coz he just avoids intimate relationships.November 11, 2024Entertaining ReadEd starts out on dying planet. All resources have been depleted. He is among the last to be alive. He has devised a way to transport to another world. He does so into the body of a dying boy. Good times, betrayal, experimentation, kind people, socialization, learning, and battle
ensue. I like the action, humor, intrigue, romance, and viewing ideas from a different culture's point of view. I look forward to the next book. March 28, 2024An entertaining portal fiction storyl think this book handles the progression and portal fiction genre well, and I enjoyed the Russian setting.It does have some of the more typical Russian tropes, but that’s sort of what makes it interesting - it plays in that space but doesn’t have them dominate the entirety of the story telling.April 7, 2024Great reading.I read this book through Kindle Unlimited. There is a
balance of active violence verses nonviolence. The main character is strong at first but then his life changes again and again. He deals with things using his version of alchemy.I enjoyed this book very much and I will be looking forward to the second book.April 25, 2024great startI enjoyed this. Great set up as the MC transitions from one world to another. I loved the family set up he found and the relationships the MC built. It was refreshing, well done, and heart warming. The world building has potential. So much is left unexplained about demons, walkers,
and the gifted in general. I was intrigued and can’t wait to find out more!May 15, 2024Enjoyablel quite liked this book with the exception of 'Roman'. Essentially an antagonist except the main character never meets them or even knows they exist. Roman gets a few chapters all to himself but after the first few I skipped them completely. Why do I care what a future enemy is doing?July 25, 2024Google translated garboThe book has obviously been run through a translation tool without any editing or localization. The writing wouldn't pass a basic middle school
exam. The dialogue makes no sense half the time and when it does make sense, it's cringe. Books like this illustrate that most 5 star reviews are paid for.October 20, 2024Absolutely ENTIRELY tell and not even a hint of show. And you are being told in brief and in a hurry. At least during the first half hour. Don't know if it gets any better because I have no interest in going further. Shame. Seems like the foundation of a good story. Feel the author would benefit from a co-writer that turned their good ideas into a story with some depth and atmosphere.Mario
Proofreads MonteneroOctober 29, 2024Twisted beginningsA very interesting take on the "born into a new body" tale by a fascinating Russian author. The MC is a delight, the world just slightly off normal, and the problems are actually pretty mundane. But the author keeps it all exciting and thoughtful through out the book. Good start to a series. November 6, 20241 saw some in the reviews complain that there wasn't much "real" alchemy in here, and that made me put the book on hold. Now that I'm reading it, I think those persons believe Alchemy was just
boiling liquids in a metal pot to turn lead into gold, or make the philosopher's stone.I enjoyed this, and will pickup the sequel.3/5 StarsDisplaying 1 - 30 of 67 reviewsGet help and learn more about the design. “It was the pure Language of the World. It required no explanation, just as the universe needs none as it travels through endless time. What the boy felt at that moment was that he was in the presence of the only woman in his life, and that, with no need for words, she recognized the same thing. He was more certain of it than of anything in the world. He
had been told by his parents and grandparents that he must fall in love and really know a person before becoming committed. But maybe people who felt that way had never learned the universal language. Because, when you know that language, it's easy to understand that someone in the world awaits you, whether it's in the middle of the desert or in some great city. And when two such people encounter each other, and their eyes meet, the past and the future become unimportant. There is only that moment, and the incredible certainty that everything under
the sun has been written by one hand only. It is the hand that evokes love, and creates a twin soul for every person in the world. Without such love, one's dreams would have no meaning.” — Paulo Coelho, The Alchemist Jump to ratings and reviewsThe ritual proved successful, granting Ed a miraculous escape from a dying world and an opportunity to start a new life. What he did not expect was that this vibrant new world would be filled with dangers waiting around every corner.Barely giving him any time to adjust, fate dealt its cruel hand once more. Ed lost
his family and landed in the clutches of their enemies. But could this really discourage a talented alchemist, who has already accomplished the impossible once before?Having escaped, Ed got another chance at a normal life. He has to start from scratch, but this wouldn’t pose a problem for someone who consistently defied the odds.Ahead of him lies a new life in the capital, new friends and enemies, and a struggle to maintain his freedom. The abilities of a true alchemist are too powerful to escape the watchful eye of the authorities.Will Ed be able to deal with
the challenges, find balance, and finally live a normal life?GenresFantasyUrban Fantasy 384 people are currently readingDisplaying 1 - 30 of 33 reviewsMarch 25, 2025"The Alchemist, Book 2," written by Roman Romanovich and narrated by Nick Flesher, is a captivating continuation of a portal progression fantasy series that thrives on its blend of intricate world-building, character depth, and alchemical intrigue. It offers an immersive journey into a vibrant yet perilous new world. Romanovich, a seasoned author with a background in psychology, crafts a
narrative that balances action and introspection, while Flesher’s narration brings a dynamic energy to the tale, making it a standout listening experience.The story picks up with Ed, the resourceful alchemist protagonist, who has escaped a dying world through a miraculous ritual, only to find himself thrust into a realm teeming with danger. This 2nd installment explores Ed’s struggle to adapt after losing his family and falling into the hands of their enemies. Romanovich excels at portraying Ed’s resilience, a trait that shines as he navigates a fresh start in the
capital. The stakes feel higher here, with new friends and foes emerging, each adding layers to the political and social tapestry of this fantastical setting. The narrative deftly avoids over-explaining, allowing listeners to piece together the world’s rules and Ed’s alchemical prowess through subtle hints and organic dialogue.One of the key highlights is Ed’s internal conflict - his desire for a normal life clashing with the extraordinary abilities that make him a target. Romanovich’s psychological insight is evident in how Ed grapples with this duality, questioning
whether his talents will ever allow him peace or if they’ll perpetually draw the attention of powerful authorities. The capital itself becomes a character, bustling with opportunity and treachery, its vibrancy brought to life by Flesher’s expressive narration. His pacing enhances the tension of action scenes and softens during Ed’s quieter, reflective moments, creating a balanced rhythm that keeps listeners engaged.The audiobook shines in its character development, particularly with Ed’s evolving relationships. New allies offer camaraderie and wit, while enemies
introduce complex moral shades, avoiding one-dimensional villainy. The alchemy system remains a fascinating cornerstone, with Ed’s innovations hinting at broader implications for the world - though he’s cautious about their potential misuse. This tension adds a philosophical edge to the story, elevating it beyond typical fantasy fare.Flesher’s performance is a triumph, his voice adapting seamlessly to the cast and the shifting tones of Romanovich’s prose. His delivery amplifies the emotional weight of Ed’s losses and the excitement of his discoveries, making
the audiobook a richer experience than the text alone might offer. While the plot occasionally feels dense with subthreads, it never loses momentum, promising much for future installments."The Alchemist, Book 2" is a compelling blend of escapism and substance, ideal for fans of character-driven fantasy with a twist of intellectual depth. Romanovich and Flesher together ensure this sequel builds on its predecessor’s strengths, leaving you eager for Ed’s next chapter.January 19, 2025 The Alchemist (The Alchemist, #1) by Roman Romanovich Introduction The
Alchemist is the inaugural installment in Roman Romanovich's "A Portal Progression Fantasy Series," marking a significant entry into the burgeoning subgenre of portal progression fantasy. Published on March 26, 2024, this novel blends elements of traditional fantasy with a unique focus on character development and psychological depth, setting the stage for an ambitious five-part series. Author Background Roman Romanovich brings a distinctive perspective to the fantasy genre, drawing from his extensive background as both a prolific author and a
practicing psychologist. With over seventy books to his name, Romanovich's journey as a writer is marked by a commitment to continuous learning and improvement. His experience as a psychologist significantly influences his writing, allowing him to create layered stories and complex characters that resonate with readers on a deeper level. Genre Context: Portal Progression Fantasy Portal progression fantasy is a subgenre that combines elements of portal fantasy and progression fantasy. It typically involves characters traveling through a "portal" from the
real world into a magical or fantastical realm, serving as a catalyst for the character's journey of growth and development. Key characteristics include: A portal mechanism for world transition Character development from weakness to strength Unique world mechanics and magic systems Themes of self-discovery and perseverance Plot and Premise While specific plot details for "The Alchemist" are limited, the novel likely follows the conventions of portal progression fantasy. Readers can expect a narrative that involves characters being transported to a
fantastical world where they must navigate challenges and grow in power or skill. The title suggests a focus on alchemy, which may play a central role in the protagonist's journey and the magic system of the world.The book's length of 333 pages indicates a substantial narrative that allows for detailed world-building and character development. As the first in a series, "The Alchemist" sets up the foundational elements of the world, introduces key characters, and establishes the central conflicts that will drive the overarching story. Writing Style and Narrative
Techniques Romanovich's background in psychology significantly influences his writing style, resulting in a narrative approach that is both engaging and psychologically nuanced. His ability to create complex characters with realistic motivations and psychological profiles adds depth to the story, setting it apart from more straightforward entries in the genre.The author's experience in world-building and character development, honed through his extensive writing career, is evident in "The Alchemist." The use of vivid imagery to describe the alchemical
processes and the fantastical world, coupled with character-driven storytelling, creates a captivating reading experience. Themes and Literary Elements "The Alchemist" explores several compelling themes: Personal growth and self-discovery The interplay between power and responsibility The nature of transformation, both physical and spiritual Adaptation to new environments and challenges The alchemical process itself likely serves as a central symbol for personal and spiritual transformation, with Romanovich's psychological background allowing for a
nuanced exploration of these themes. Comparison to Contemporary Works When compared to contemporary works in the portal progression fantasy genre, "The Alchemist" stands out for its psychological depth and complex character development. While it shares common elements with popular series like "Cradle" by Will Wight and "Mother of Learning" by Nobody103, Romanovich's unique blend of psychological insight and fantasy storytelling sets it apart.Unlike some works in the genre that focus primarily on action and power progression, "The Alchemist"
appears to place equal emphasis on the internal journey of its characters. This approach may appeal to readers seeking a more introspective and psychologically rich fantasy experience. Strengths Psychological Depth: Romanovich's background as a psychologist results in characters with complex motivations and realistic psychological profiles, adding depth to the narrative. Unique Blend of Genres: The combination of portal fantasy, progression elements, and alchemical themes offers a fresh take on traditional fantasy tropes. Author's Experience: With over
seventy books under his belt, Romanovich brings a wealth of storytelling experience to this new series. Series Potential: As the first book in a planned five-part series, "The Alchemist" has the opportunity to set up a rich, expansive world with long-term character arcs and plot developments. Potential Weaknesses Genre Conventions: While the psychological elements may set it apart, the book still operates within the conventions of portal fantasy and progression fantasy, which may feel familiar to seasoned readers of the genre. Complexity: The blend of
psychological depth and fantasy elements may be challenging for some readers, potentially requiring a higher level of engagement than typical genre fiction. Series Dependency: As the first book in a series, it may leave some plot threads unresolved, which could be frustrating for readers seeking a more self-contained story. The book's impact on the genre may be significant if it successfully integrates psychological depth with traditional fantasy elements. It has the potential to appeal to a broad audience, from fans of portal fantasy to readers interested in
character-driven narratives with psychological underpinnings. Conclusion "The Alchemist" by Roman Romanovich represents an intriguing addition to the portal progression fantasy subgenre. By leveraging his background in psychology and extensive writing experience, Romanovich offers a potentially fresh perspective on familiar fantasy tropes. The novel's strengths lie in its promise of psychological depth, unique thematic blend, and the author's proven storytelling abilities.While it remains to be seen how well "The Alchemist" balances its various elements,
the book stands as a promising start to a new series that could push the boundaries of what readers expect from portal fantasy. Romanovich's psychological insights, combined with the allure of alchemical magic and character progression, create a compelling foundation for a series that may well leave a lasting impact on the genre.For readers seeking a fantasy novel that offers more than just surface-level adventure, "The Alchemist" by Roman Romanovich appears to be a worthy contender. As the series progresses, it will be interesting to see how the author
develops the world, characters, and themes introduced in this inaugural volume, potentially setting a new standard for psychologically nuanced fantasy literature.June 24, 2024Less action and developmentThe first book was good but had a couple of POV switches that I didn't enjoy. This book, however, is a lot more boring. There's no real development of the main character, and the author doesn't give us much in the way of detail of what he's creating when he goes off by himself to craft whatever he wants to craft. Also, it felt like there should be a lot more
powers that his seals could do as a powerful alchemist in his past. For example, maybe he should be able to stop sound stop smells he's worried about money he should be able to do something about that I just don't think that he has really put effort into making this a fully flesh novel. This had several point of view switches with the emperor talking about him which didn't feel like it was earned. Also the villain perspectives are also put in here, so it really felt like we got the main character's point of view maybe 50% of the book. For an already short book, that's
not enough. I like it and I'll continue to read the series. I just wish that it was longer and fleshed out and didn't feel like there was so much filler in terms of making several chapters other people talking about what's already happened.November 1, 2024This guy is supposed to be a powerful and experienced alchemist from a brutal world where you can’t trust anyone. So, if he’s survived in such a cutthroat environment, he should be super cautious and meticulous, right? But then, after he loses his new family, he just totally drops his guard and starts acting like
a clueless teenager.I get that he was happy to have a normal life, but come on! After everything he went through, you'd expect him to learn something. Instead, he keeps making these stupid mistakes that nearly get him killed over and over again. It’s like all that experience just vanished! Where's his killer instinct? Where did his caution go? It's so frustrating to see him screw up time and time again, making it feel like this is his first go at life.Seriously, how does he go from being this cautious survivor to a reckless mess? It completely ruins the character for
me and takes me out of the story. I really wanted to see him grow and use what he learned, but instead, it just feels like he’s stuck in a loop of bad decisions.July 1, 2024Did not finishDo not continue seriesThe first book was quite "meh", but this just takes it to a new level. It's like I'm sitting in a dentist's office while the hygienist reads off studies on gum health. I could not care less about the MC, and the constant "interludes" for what I assume will eventually be the secondary MC or antagonist are just totally pointless and add nothing to the book. The MC is
supposed to be an adult that lived a hard life on another world before porting over to this one, but he acts like a child, makes SUPER dumb decisions, and just seems so haphazard in his motivations.July 14, 2025Meh! Glaring character inconsistency.In the first book, Ed was a highly trained Alchemist who survived his apocalyptic world, hunted multiple destructive alchemists and finally invented a way to leave his world, starving for human interaction and affection.In this book, Ed is a young, naive and weak man, that makes obvious mistakes and does not have
his emotions under control. I does not fit.Aside from that the story was neither very exciting nor realistic. I don’t see how Ed can play catch up in not only one but two schools, research magic, get stronger, train physically and expand his social circle - all at the same time. His school day to day was not even interesting.May 28, 2024Lately, I have been exposed Recently I became exposed to Russia fantasy literature, I had no expectations, but I am really enjoying how this story arc is going in ways that isn't easy to predict. I find it fascinating, I have been reading
since I was a child so most of the time I can predict how a story is going to flow not so much with this author's narrative way of writing, kudos. Keep up your great work.June 26, 2024Great story, however very Slow start at the beginning. I'm enjoying this series, and that includes this book the second edition. However the beginning was so slow almost 200 pages of plot development. Little bit of editing issues but nothing to cause the reading pace to falter. The interludes were short and also contributed to the story, not delay it. Overall I really enjoy the story,
look forward to book three. October 24, 2024Accidentally read this one first instead of the #1, and it worked surprisingly well. I would recommend the author start including in the title the number of the book in the series or at least a subtitle to distinguish between books. I can't be the first confused by this and am unlikely to be the last.Overall a well done book with no glaring flaws I can point out. But nothing exemplary enough for me to rate above 3 stars.March 20, 2025Hiding Alchemy from DemonsIntrigue, influence, magic vs none, & skills are needed in
the academy, but not everyone has them and some more then the rest.Ed is in a different, body in a new world, needing to learn to survive while not getting killed. Having a social life is hardest because he doesn't want people to learn that he has skills that can hurt even the strongest of his enemies, but are not of this world.Fun read with lots of challenges and fights.Read in 4 daysMarch 29, 2025This novel will appeal to an audience that enjoys Russian intrigue, generations long family feuds, etc. The plot is inconsistent, the main character is quixotic, and the
storyline wanders around in uninteresting ways. I thought the first novel was better. I did not enjoy the sequel, and I won't bother with anything more in this series.May 8, 2024a definite followInteresting, good pace and likable characters. The character though possessed of considerable knowledge does not fall back on narcissistic peach and pontification as similar characters often do. May 8, 2024Excellent follow up This second book is even better than the first. I love the mix of action, drama, and school life. The MC grows in power and personality. I also love
the complexity related to his revenge and the dilemma he faces. Looking forward to the next one!May 10, 20240utworlder ALCEMIST!A five star continuing story of an outworlder transferred from a dead World to a slanted Russian Civilization. Its quite a good read.Lots of killing and blood....you will love it.May 12, 2024Good read but shortBook was interesting , it was good but way to short at least make it 700 pages. Getting a bit tired of his body being so weak tho. Hopefully the next book is much longer. May 26, 2024Definitely one of the better progression
fantasies I have read recently. MC is great and does not make stupid decisions which is a breath of fresh air. He also acts like the adult he actually is. Highly recommend and I will look forward to the next book.May 26, 2024Waste if timeTo much of nothing, once he went to uni everything just stopped, just talk and talk, supposedly he was a alchemist but all he did was compare himself to others nothing really changes except he turned into a wimpJune 27, 2024Nothing ever happens...The protagonist arrives at university. Otherwise not much happens. There is
no character development worth mentioning and not many social interactions. I found the few fights and the plot itself lacking and underwhelming.I won 't continue the series. gary-stu isekai kindle-unlimitedAugust 23, 2024Seems too large a workloadThe workload seems too much for him to actually study and stuff. Also I think he needs a lab and more money because things seem way too expensive. Oh maybe a motorcycleNovember 12, 2024EntertainingEd continues to puzzle out how his alchemy can help him defeat powerful aristocrats. Study, preparation,
battle, and intrigue ensue. I like the action, intrigue, and magic system. I look forward to the next book. December 24, 2024These Russian books are turning out great so far, so I might try a few others.For some reason, book one felt longer. I don't know if it was because more things happen in a wider time frame, but you really noticed the shortness.I will pick up the sequel.3/5 StarsJune 24, 2025P D Good...What can an old man say? "he is not a literary expert," I guess. Giving a fantasy book 5 stars seems like fingernails on chalk on a board. Nonetheless, give
the devil his due. 5 Big Stars...May 10, 2024Great book Great book I can't wait to read the next book in the series I would recommend this author to anyone May 11, 2024awesome book and series Love this series of books. The action is good. Story has a great storyline. Can’t wait to read the next one. May 14, 2024Good A good entry into the book series, I am looking forward to seeing what happens in the next book released. May 23, 2024the plot thickens Ed’s character is evolving , he’s learning new tactics and defences . The plot thickens as new factors are
introduced . May 24, 2024Main character not a simplt was like I read a book from 20 yrs ago.the main character was was great stayed a man didn't become a puss .great story line .I missed books like this.June 15, 2024the alchemist book?2I liked this book better than book 1. It had a lot of action. The characters continued to grow. It entertaining to the end. July 2, 2024Great readJust as good as the first book. I'm now anxiously waiting for the 3rd book. This one was a little faster paced. Hopefully Ed will blossom in book 3.March 15, 2025DNF 45%Starts off OK,
but then gets extremely boring.I can't bring myself to keep readingDisplaying 1 - 30 of 33 reviewsGet help and learn more about the design. Jump to ratings and reviewsCombining magic, mysticism, wisdom, and wonder into an inspiring tale of self-discovery, The Alchemist has become a modern classic, selling millions of copies around the world and transforming the lives of countless readers across generations.Paulo Coelho's masterpiece tells the mystical story of Santiago, an Andalusian shepherd boy who yearns to travel in search of a worldly treasure. His
quest will lead him to riches far different—and far more satisfying—than he ever imagined. Santiago's journey teaches us about the essential wisdom of listening to our hearts, recognizing opportunity and learning to read the omens strewn along life's path, and, most importantly, following our dreams.GenresFictionClassicsFantasyPhilosophySelf HelpBook ClubNovels 98840 people are currently reading1896795 people want to readThe Brazilian author PAULO COELHO was born in 1947 in the city of Rio de Janeiro. Before dedicating his life completely to
literature, he worked as theatre director and actor, lyricist and journalist. In 1986, PAULO COELHO did the pilgrimage to Saint James of Compostella, an experience later to be documented in his book The Pilgrimage. In the following year, COELHO published The Alchemist. Slow initial sales convinced his first publisher to drop the novel, but it went on to become one of the best selling Brazilian books of all time. Other titles include Brida (1990), The Valkyries (1992), By the river Piedra I sat Down and Wept (1994), the collection of his best columns published
in the Brazilian newspaper Folha de S&o Paulo entitle Maktub (1994), the compilation of texts Phrases (1995), The Fifth Mountain (1996), Manual of a Warrior of Light (1997), Veronika decides to die (1998), The Devil and Miss Prym (2000), the compilation of traditional tales in Stories for parents, children and grandchildren (2001), Eleven Minutes (2003), The Zahir (2005), The Witch of Portobello (2006) and Winner Stands Alone (to be released in 2009). During the months of March, April, May and June 2006, Paulo Coelho traveled to celebrate the 20th
anniversary of his pilgrimage to Saint James of Compostella in 1986. He also held surprise book signings - announced one day in advance - in some cities along the way, to have a chance to meet his readers. In ninety days of pilgrimage the author traveled around the globe and took the famous Transiberrian train that took him to Vladivostok. During this experience Paulo Coelho launched his blog Walking the Path - The Pilgrimage in order to share with his readers his impressions. Since this first blog Paulo Coelho has expanded his presence in the internet with
his daily blogs in Wordpress, Myspace & Facebook. He is equally present in media sharing sites such as Youtube and Flickr, offering on a regular basis not only texts but also videos and pictures to his readers. From this intensive interest and use of the Internet sprang his bold new project: The Experimental Witch where he invites his readers to adapt to the screen his book The Witch of Portobello. Indeed Paulo Coelho is a firm believer of Internet as a new media and is the first Best-selling author to actively support online free distribution of his work.
Displaying 1 - 30 of 139,094 reviewsjune 12, 2025It's the possibility of having a dream come true that makes life interesting. The Alchemist ~~~ Paulo Coelhol preface my review by saying I am amazed how wildly passionate people are in their feelings toward this novel ~~ regardless of whether they love or hate The Alchemist. I'm one of those people who love it. But, I understand why people are so passionate in their dislike of this work. Paul Coelho looks to inspire passion in people with The Alchemist. And he succeeds in doing so ~~ especially in those who
are so passionate in their dislike of this book. The Alchemist is a novel that combines an atmosphere of medieval mysticism with the voice of the desert -- dreams, symbols, signs, and adventure follow Santiago and the reader like echoes of ancient wise voices. With this symbolic novel Coelho states that we should not avoid our destinies, and urges people to follow their dreams, because to find our "Personal Myth" and our mission on Earth is the way to find God, meaning happiness, fulfillment, and the ultimate purpose of creation.The novel tells the tale of
Santiago, a boy who has a dream and the courage to follow it. After listening to "the signs" the boy ventures in his personal, journey of exploration and self-discovery, searching for a hidden treasure located near the pyramids in Egypt. In his journey, Santiago sees the greatness of the world, and meets all kinds of exciting people like kings and alchemists. However, by the end of the novel, he discovers that "treasure lies where your heart belongs", and that the treasure was the journey itself, the discoveries he made, and the wisdom he acquired.As the
alchemist himself says when he appears to Santiago in the form of an old king "when you really want something to happen, the whole universe conspires so that your wish comes true". This is the core of the novel's theme. Isn't it true that all of us want to believe the old king when he says that the greatest lie in the world is that at some point we lose the ability to control our lives, and become the pawns of fate. Coelho also suggests that those who do not have the courage to follow their “Personal Myth", are doomed to a life of emptiness, misery, and
unfulfillment. Fear, fear of failure seems to be the greatest obstacle to happiness. The old crystal-seller tragically confesses: “I am afraid that great disappointment awaits me, and so I prefer to dream". This is where Coelho really captures the drama of man, who sacrifices fulfillment to conformity, who knows he can achieve greatness but denies doing so, and ends up living an empty shell of a life. The Alchemist is a novel that will not appeal to everybody. Not everyone will identify with Santiago. We all have dreams, and are praying for somebody to tell us they
can come true. The novel skillfully combines words of wisdom, philosophy, and simplicity of meaning and language, and this is what makes it so enchanting.christianity classics create December 22, 20071 need to start this review by stating 1) I can't stand self-help books and 2) I'm a feminist (no, I don't hate men- some men are quite awesome, but I am very conscious of women and our place in the world.)Short summary (mild spoilers): A boy named Santiago follows his 'Personal Legend' in traveling from Spain to the Pyramids in Egypt searching for treasure.
Along the way, he learns 'the Language of the World' the 'Soul of the World' and discovers that the 'Soul of God' is 'his own soul.'If the statements in quotes above (‘personal legend', etc) fascinate you, then you'll enjoy this book. If you think they are hokey and silly, then you'll think this is a terrible book. If you think statements such as "When you want something, all the universe conspires you to achieve it" and "All things are one" are moving and life-changing, you'll love this book. If such statements have you rolling your eyes, then this isn't your cup of tea.Its
not that I find anything wrong with these messages. They are important, but must be balanced with responsibility. In my experience, 'following your dreams' (or personal legend) is not the only way toward wisdom and strength. Is the person who struggles to put food on the table every day for his or her family, consciously realizing that he or she may not be following his or her 'personal legend' any less heroic than some traveler who leaves everything and everyone he or she is responsible for to go on a spiritual quest? Coelho comes close to labeling such
people, as losers in life, which I find completely off the mark as some of these people have the most to offer in terms of wisdom.The issue of responsibility is also part of this book's sexism. The main male characters in the novel have 'Personal Legends' - they are either seeking them, or have achieved them, or have failed to achieve them. But Coelho never mentions 'Personal Legend' with regard to women, other than to say that Fatima, Santiago's fiance, is 'a part of Santiago's Personal Legend." Thats fine, but what about her own Personal Legend? Instead of
traveling to find her dreams, she is content to sit around, do chores, and stare everyday at the desert to wait for his return. This is her 'fate' as a desert women. The fact that women don't have Personal Legends is even more galling considering the fact that according to Coelho, even minerals such as lead and copper have Personal Legends, allowing them to 'evolve' to something better (ie, gold).In the ideal world presented in THE ALCHEMIST, it seems that the job of men is to seek out their personal legends, leaving aside thoughts of family and responsibility,
and its the job of women to let them, and pine for their return. Of course, someone has to do the unheroic, inconvenient work of taking care of the children, the animals, the elderly, the ill...If everyone simply goes off on spiritual quests, deciding they have no responsibility other than to seek their Personal Legends, no one would be taking responsibility for the unglamorous work that simply has to take place for the world to run.On the other hand, what if both men and women are allowed to struggle towards their 'Personal Legends,' and help each other as best
as they can towards them, but recognize that their responsibilities may force them to defer, compromise, or even 'sacrifice' their dreams? This may seem depressing, but it isn't necessarily. Coelho seems to think that Personal Legends are fixed at childhood (or at birth, or even before) and are not changeable: they have to be followed through to the end, no matter how silly. But in my experience, many people have chosen to adjust, compromise, and even 'give up' on their dreams, only to find that life grants them something better, or they have a new, better
dream to follow, a path providing greater wisdom. For me, these people have a more realistic, more humble, more fair, and less cliched vision of the world than Paulo Coelho's vision in THE ALCHEMIST.April 21, 2013***spoilers and bitterness ahead--be forewarned**I'm not sure that I can capture my utter disdain for this book in words, but I'll give it a shot. I read this book about three years ago and just had to re-read it for book club. It was a steaming pile of crap then and, guess what?, it's a steaming pile of crap now. The main reason I hate this book: it's
trite inspirational literature dressed up as an adventure quest. You go into it thinking that it's going to be about a boy's quest for treasure. If you read the back, there are words like "Pyramids," "Gypsy," "alchemist." Turns out, this is just The Purpose Driven Life dressed up with a little fable. It's Hallmark Hall of Fame territory set in an exotic locale. Which pisses me off to no end as I normally try to dodge that sort of thing, but here it is masquerading as the type of book I normally like. It's cliche, didactic, and poorly written. Just as with Aesop's Fables, there's
a moral to the story. And Coelho keeps backing up and running over it just to make sure that we get it (and he capitalizes important key words necessary to understanding it, lest we overlook their significance). If there's one thing Paulo Coelho can do, it's flog a dead horse. Essentially, boy thinks he's happy in life. He's a shepherd who gets to travel the world, has all of his needs met, and owns a book which he can always trade for another book when he goes to market. What more can a boy need? Boy is then told by a mysterious stranger that he's not happy at
all. Why not? He has failed to recognize his Personal Legend. Everyone has a Personal Legend, which is life's plan for you. However, most of us give up on our Personal Legend in childhood. If you are fortunate enough to hang onto and pursue your Personal Legend, then The Soul of the World will help you obtain it. All of nature conspires to bring you luck and good fortune so that you can fulfill your destiny, whether it's to be a shepherd on a quest for treasure at the pyramids, a butcher, a baker, a candlestick maker, or, one would assume, a prostitute, drug
dealer, or porn star. Hey, we're all fate's bitch in The Alchemist. But I digress. Boy seeks out his Personal Legend and finds it's a long, hard road to obtaining what you want in life. But with faith, perseverance, and just a little goshdarnit good luck, the boy learns to speak the Language of the World and tap into The Soul of the World and fulfills his Personal Legend. And what does he learn? That what he sought was back home, the place he started from. Oh, silly boy. So, in summation, here is what you should learn from The Alchemist:1) Dream. And, while
you're at it, dream BIG2) Follow your bliss3) Don't be surprised if you find obstacles in your way, but you will overcome4) It's good to travel and encounter people from other cultures5) What we most often seek is right in front of us, but sometimes we have to leave home to realize itTo all of these important life lessons, I can only say, "Well, no shit, Sherlock." If Coelho knew anything about alchemy, he would have been able to transform this crap into gold. Alas, it's still crap. Cross posted at This Insignificant Cinderblog book-club-made-me-do-it crapjune 12,
2008I really disliked this book. I dislike it in the way that I dislike a great deal of modern self help books. Their basic message is that if you want something to happen, you need to want it as hard as you can, without caring about anything else, not allowing yourself to doubt it, or let criticisms will get in the way then it will happen.I disagree with this notion, not only because it is false, but because it is bad.Just because we desire something, does not make it good. This idea of 'following your heart' is often wrong. Who are we to be the arbiters of truth? Why
should our hearts be sources of information that go beyond logic, doubt and reasoning? Haven't we all desired things that have turned out to not be in our best interest, or to be harmful to others? Andrew Jackson was a man known to have a lot of integrity. He was always 'true' to himself and followed his heart. Andrew Jackson is the man who initiated the 'Trail of Tears'. Moving Native Americans from their homes and into reservations. Next, this idea of not letting ourselves doubt or consider doubts. This is a terrible and dishonest way to live. If we don't
consider doubts, and entertain them often, then we are deliberately blinding ourselves. Deliberately making ourselves ignorant. If someone doesn't give serious consideration to the idea that they may be wrong. Give serious thought to why they believe what they do, and that perhaps those who doubt them may be correct, then they are behaving in a dangerous and dishonest way.Not giving heed to the concerns doubts and criticisms of others is something I believe is a major fault in modern society. Often, people fail to recognize the needs of the group and the
community. We place so much emphasis on the needs and rights of the individual. This causes people to focus so much on themselves to the detriment of others around them. At times, it can be beneficial to go against the group, but one should first give serious consideration to the groups concerns.According to Ideas like the Alchemist, groups like, the Westboro Baptist Church,(godhatesfags.com) should be seen as American heroes. These are people who take a totally irrational stance, and stick to it as hard as they can in complete defiance to the views of
everyone around them.August 3, 2024A good parable--like "The Prodigal Son"--should comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable. The problem with this little book is that it does precisely the opposite.Coelho's message--and, boy, is this a book with a message--is that each of us has his own Personal Legend, and that if we recognize that legend and pursue it sincerely, everything in the Universe (which is after all made up--wind, stone, trees--of the same stuff we are) will conspire to help us achieve it. Corollaries: 1) people who don't recognize their legends
are never happy, 2) people who fail to realize their legends are afraid, and 3) people who refuse to pursue their legends, even when they know what they are, are both unhappy and afraid. (I admit I've left out a nuance or two here and there, but not many. There aren't more than three or four nuances in the book.)I fear that the result of taking such a message seriously will be to make the successful even more self-satisfied, the narcissistic more self-absorbed, and the affluent more self-congratulatory. At the same time, those who are unfortunate will blame
themselves for their bad fortune, those who lack self-esteem will lose what little they have, and the poor will see--no, not God, as the beatitude says, but--the poor will see they have only themselves to blame.Perhaps I am being too harsh. I can see how a few individual young persons, hemmed in by parental expectations and seeking their own paths, may find enough hope and courage here to help them venture forth. But I am convinced the damage done by books like this--like The Secret, The Celestine Prophecy, and anything ever written by the late Dr. Wayne
Dyer (or, for that matter, anything he may ever choose to channel from beyond the grave)--is far greater than the little good they may achieve.If you like parables, don't read this book. Go read a book of Hasidic tales collected by Martin Buber, a book of Sufi stories collected by Idries Shah, or a book of parables and sayings by Anthony de Mello instead.Or then again, you could just try Jesus. Jesus is always good.December 4, 20131 feel like everyone LOVES this book, but I was kind of underwhelmed. I know that translation affects the quality of writing, but I
could not get into this writing style. At all. I felt like it was totally affected and contrived. He was going for this "fable/parable" style, but it seemed to fail miserably. The parable-like quality was totally contrived, and I thought the "moral" was pretty stupid. Moral: everything you want and need is close to home. Take chances. Follow your "personal legacy."Then....there was a supernatural element which was just plain dumb. Granted, I am not religious. I think god-fearing people get more out of this bc they can take that leap of faith, excuse the phrase. If this
was supposed to be a story of magic, I may have been into it. But it was supposed to be a simple story of knowing yourself. And I think, philosophically speaking, when you truly know yourself that is when you truly realize your destiny. Why do you need supernatural forces to convey that message? This was about realizing your destiny, or "personal legacy." It could have been done without the hocus pocus, and, yes, the cheese. In short, the book attempted to be deep and failed. "Speaking with the wind and the sun" and "being a shepherd" and getting over
"personal hardship" all as part of a transparent "higher plan" (read: personal legacy) doesn't make a plot deep A character simply called "boy" and short sentences doesn't make a story a fable. Learning from your flocks and from nature doesn't make a character inexplicably wise. I really got nothing out of this book.It is short though. The book came very highly recommended. Read it to judge the hype for yourself. After all, a whole nation, including Bill Clinton (who I'm into), thought it was a touching account that personally changed them. Then agaln this is
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harps on about tapping into the Soul of the World, the Language of the World, about your one true path and other nonsense. The basic idea is that if you really want something and "listen to your heart", the whole universe will help you achieve it if you only look for omens. A questionable idea in a world where people no longer want to work hard and achieve independently.It reads like a really bad self- help book written for 8 year old children and disguised as a symbolic parable. I read a lot of books and I can safely say this is the worst book I have ever read. It's
only saving grace was that it was mercifully short.August 13, 2015The problem with this book is not just that it's bad, which it certainly is, but that there are so many people out there who want to corner you at parties and tell you how it's totally changed their lives. In a way you might as well read it just so you can see how feeble-minded they must be to get any kind of philosophical nourishment out of this inexhaustible stream of clichés. The profound lessons you'll learn from this book amount to nothing more than several variations on the theme of "only the
very ugly is truly beautiful, only the very stupid are really intelligent, only black is white, only up is down" etc etc.The writing is too simple to be really bad, but it's the content that gets you. By the end of the book you'll want to track down the philosopher's stone yourself and carefully beat Coelho to death with it.egypt fiction morocco February 3, 2025Whenever I felt lost, depressed, sad, numb, conflicted, frustrated, exhausted, I get this book into my hands and follow the journey of young shepherd Santiago who is looking for a worldly treasure. As like T.S.
Eliot says: “ The journey not the arrival matters.” This journey is about self discovery, fighting with your own demons, letting your heart being your own eyes and leading you throughout the dark and threatening roads of life. It’s epic, uplifting, motivational, inspirational,heartfelt, poignant! Here are my favorite quotes of the book:“When we love, we always strive to become better than we are. When we strive to become better than we are, everything around us becomes better too.”“The simple things are also the most extraordinary things, and only the wise
can see them.”“Remember that wherever your heart is, there you will find your treasure.”“Don't give in to your fears. If you do, you won't be able to talk to your heart.”“There is only one thing that makes a dream impossible to achieve: the fear of failure.”“And, when you want something, all the universe conspires in helping you to achieve it.”September 10, 2023 Coelho’s finest? Andalusia, Spain. Young poor shepherd Santiago has a very vivid dream in which he finds some lost treasure in a remote unknown location. After consulting a fortune teller, he learns
that in order to find it he may need to travel as far as the Egyptian pyramids. A practically impossible task, since he doesn’t have a map, any rational reason, or even the means to fulfil it. This is the story of his fantastic journey, and how he attempts to fulfill a wild quest, that could potentially change his life.Coelho’s most acclaimed masterpiece and famed work hands down; a very short allegorical tale about listening to your heart, and following your dreams, no matter what. I particularly enjoyed the exchanges with the mysterious old king, the time spent with
the crystal merchant, and meeting Fatima, the desert girl. The oasis and the encounter with the Alchemist was good, but felt a bit farfetched, and his teachings somewhat repetitive. Still, a considerable amount of quotes and moments to remember by; with some very nice plot twists, a sublimely satisfying ending, and a spiritually uplifting message. I remember enormously enjoying this novella back in the day, the wowing feeling sadly gradually diminishing over the years. Still, I don’t regret reading it; this was overall a worthy read, and memorable, despite de
glaring self-help vibes. I liked learning about the “Personal Legend”, among other curious esoteric concepts. Recommendable, for the right audience.Personally I must admit I enjoyed Veronika Decides to Die a lot more; but if you ever had in mind picking up Coelho someday, this is a good choice too. A highly uplifting story with a very memorable message, for those willing to listen to it. PERSONAL NOTE : The introduction also mentions this story is plagued with symbolisms. I wouldn’t be able to point out a single one, but that’s
because I simply don’t register them. Yes, I'm that stupid; for certain things.[1988] [182p] [Classics] [3.5] [Recommendable] ["When you want something, all the universe conspires in helping you achieve it.”] % % % %% Veronika Decides to Die * % % % v« The Alchemist [3.5]% % %+ The Fifth Mountain [2.5]% % %+ The Pilgrimage [2.5] ¢Lo mejor de Coelho? Andalucia, Espafia. El joven y pobre pastor Santiago tiene un suefio muy vivido en el que encuentra un tesoro perdido en un remoto y
desconocido lugar. Después de consultar una adivinadora, descubre que para hallarlo necesitaria viajar tan lejos como hasta las pirdmides egipcias. Una tarea practicamente imposible, ya que no posee un mapa, ni una razon racional, o los medio para completarla. Esta es la historia de su fantastico viaje, y como intenta lograr una alocada mision, que potencialmente podria cambiar su vida.La obra maestra méas aclamada y famosa de Coelho por lejos; un muy corto relato alegorico sobre escuchar tu corazdn, y seguir tus suefios, sin importar qué.
Particularmente disfruté los intercambios con el misterioso viejo rey, el tiempo que transcurrié con el mercader de cristales, y el encuentro con Fatima, la chica del desierto. El oasis y el encuentro con el Alquimista fue bueno, pero se sintié un poco demasiado increible, y sus ensefianzas un tanto repetitivas. Aun asi, una considerable cantidad de citas y momentos para el recuerdo; con unas muy interesantes vueltas de trama, un sublimemente satisfactorio final, y un mensaje espiritualmente elevador. Recuerdo disfrutar esta novela corta enormemente en su
dia, la maravillosa sensacion de asombro lamentablemente gradualmente disminuyendo con el correr de los afios. Sin embargo, no me arrepiento de haberla leido; esta fue por sobre todo una valiosa lectura, y memorable, a pesar del llamativo tinte de autoayuda. Me gustd conocer la “Leyenda Personal”, entre otros curiosos conceptos esotéricos. Recomendable, para la audiencia correcta.Personalmente debo admitir que disfruté “Veronika Decide Morir” mucho més; pero si alguna vez tuviste en mente leer Coelho algin dia, “El Alquimista” es también una
buena eleccion. Una historia altamente elevadora con un mensaje muy memorable, para aquellos dispuestos a escucharla. NOTA PERSONAL : La introduccién también menciona que la historia esté plagada de simbolismos. Yo no podria sefialar ni uno sélo, pero eso es porque simplemente no los registro. Si, soy asi de idiota; para ciertas cosas. [1988] [182p] [Clasicos] [3.5] [Recomendable] [“Cuando realmente quieres una cosa, todo el universo conspira para ayudarte a conseguirla.”] lassics
favorites inspirationaljune 21, 2016February 19, 2019This is either a beautifully written and fable-like illustration of simple and universal truths or a load of crap.I have a bad feeling it’s the later, but then I consider that there could also be a third option.I read once that Sting, when he wrote the classic Police song Every Breath You Take, mixed up a series of banal clichés about love and loss and just put them all together, and so this cool tune has some satire about it. Similarly, the Credence Clearwater Revival song Looking Out My Backdoor, a clunky but
loveable country western tune, was actually begun as a facetious parody of slide guitar yokel lyricism. I also think of the comedy / performance art of Andy Kaufman and the constant, uncomfortable tension about what he was doing and why. Was it really so bad it was funny? If it was so obviously corny and insincere, was that not funny? Or was it? Was he really wrestling women and then getting beaten up by Jerry Lawler? That was a joke right?So ...Was Paulo Coelho’s 1988 fantasy / magical realism parable of truths found in nature and subtle messages from
God told straight or was there a wink and a nod told with some fun?Now ... think about it for a second. The whole “lost gold” theme and the discussions with the alchemist about a supposed elixir of life and “follow your heart” rhetoric. Was Coelho telling this straight or pulling our leg?I have to say that I doubt it, but I did laugh a few times and the over the top syrupy delivery made me wonder, and maybe I liked it better considering this twinkle of a third possibility.I will say that this could go either way. I can absolutely see where someone could find hidden
treasure and deeply meaningful messages in the short novel. And I can see someone rolling their eyes and sticking their finger down their throat in a gag gesture.I'll cast a Cheshire cat smirk and like for another reason.March 12, 2022All those negative reviews are baffling to me. Where does it say this is a self help book? People are bashing the "lessons" as if this is some philosophical or religious work. It's a fictional story that can be enjoyed by yourself or with your kids for ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES. It's a fun story filled to the brim with quirks and
marvels. I was curious the entire time how following one's legend blindly would turn out for the boy. Am I going to now follow my dreams without logic and reason as in the story? No. Because I'm not a crazy person. Get over it. It's just a story and a good one at that.EDIT: My first 100+ likes review. Thank you everyone!October 4, 2022 LaLs il 418204 Th eivtas; inghhHniedisin Je aohl il T el dlih s siid olib glb by EaRlodlalds yao b firioa aikabieLed | Laail 25 aal ihiSagla jdxallalgil s LugiliySdnglo yuSs (lsillaxall pud o JUaall (59 8Ll Jaw Ol §9 4 olob Liguis Lasls..
about taking the risk of following your dreams, which is actually so difficult to do and there are very few people in this world who actually do, I mean risk it all, just to follow your heart and your dream. Beauty is, the author is so right in saying that when u decide to follow your dreams the entire universe conspires in your favour which he called as the “beginners luck” and we all have been witness to this beginners luck at one or other point in our lives. Also, he talks about a stage in our journey towards realizing our dreams, where everything just goes haywire
and there is everything working against us and it almost takes us to the brink of abandoning everything and just getting back to what was so familiar and comfortable (i.e. our usual daily life which we get used to) this is actually the time when we are being tested for one last time and it means also that we are really close to our objective. The example given was really great and yes nothing new but we forget simple things in our life like "the darkest hour of the night is just before the dawn". It is actually true that so many of us just leave the struggle when it
gets really tough and the chips are really low, whereas actually we were so close to the objective, if only we would have had a little more patience we would have been there. In one of the episodes he talks about death, yes the fact we always forget, the only reality about our life, it is a constant which is not going to change rest everything is uncertain. There are a lot of us who either think that it happens to others and then there are others, who are so busy running after the materials that they don’t have time to think about anything, leave alone death. Yes, and
those who do think about death, mostly fear it, some fear death because of the physical pain attached to it (such people actually fear the pain rather than the death, I am one of them) and there are some who think they do not want to die because its not time yet for them to go. Ironically but true, this decision about timings has thankfully not been left to us. So, how do we get over the fear of death or make it our friend, a companion? And not waste our beautiful life worrying about dying all the time. One of the possible solutions lies in this book, it reads "if i
have to fight, it will be just as good a day to die as any other". Yes very much right, one would never know when he or she wakes up in the morning that if it was the last day of his or her life and in fact, that day would not be any different from all the other days already spent. So, why not take everyday as the last day of our lives and live it up. Frankly speaking i really know what i am talking about, because I am in a profession which involves a lot of risk and death doesn’t have to look for reasons, it can just spring up from any bush in form of a small little piece
of metal called a bullet coming out of the darkness of the night or just a deafening sound from under a culvert that I cross everyday. Here, everyday can be the last day of my life, every meal can be my last, every call to my wife can be the last time I would hear her sweet and loving voice and the kids... Anyways, so what I personally follow is, everyday when I wake up or every time when I move out on an operation, I say to myself "what a beautiful day to die" and there on, I just do what I have to and what I have been taught in all these years in the army and go
through all the motions and concentrate on the job at hand rather than worrying about my death and I am really at peace with the fear of death. Another beautiful thought which I came across about death was in the novel by the author called "Confessions of a pilgrim". I derived from it that death can be visualized as a beautiful person who is always sitting besides us, so close to us that it travels with us wherever we go and it also accompanies us to our bed. Its a beautiful companion, a faithful companion, the only one who will never be unfaithful to us, rest all
the companions are just lesser mortals and have been unfaithful at one point or other. Death always stays with us and actually speaking that’s the only companion who would accompany us all through our lives right from the moment we acquired some shape in our mother’s womb to the moment when we would get the vision of that white light and that feeling of lightness when we would finally leave this body also sometimes expressed as "VASTRA" (clothes) in the Indian mythology. As per the Indian mythology, the soul never dies, it is indestructible, it only
changes a body just like we change clothes. Our soul is a part of God and it goes back to him. We can find the mention of the mighty soul of ours around the last portion of 'The Alchemist' where the shepherd realizes that ultimately it his own soul which is the “hand that wrote all” and his own soul was the part of soul of God. I firmly believe that there is no fiction involved in this story of the shepherd, but this is a true expression of mysteries and realities of our life, which we never pause to discover. There is message that this book wants to convey to us!!! I
have never been into writing anything ever in my life, yes not even a personal dairy, but since the time I actually started writing which was just a month back, I realized that if we just write our thoughts as they occur, the resultant has a touch of mystery, because what we wrote with all our heart and soul, sometimes tends to surprise us. We tend to learn from what we ourselves wrote. We never realized that we had so much inside us and we don’t know from where, it all came. “The hand that wrote all”, yes I think its our soul that speaks out, the soul we never
recognized, the one we never knew, the one which is part of soul of God.... ... All religions have over all the years have preached a man “Know thyself, you will find God”, “look within yourself u will find all the answers”, these words are so common but how many of us actually are ready to pause and give it a try. It may sound crazy, may be the book has a effect that may appear really crazy but I am sure there are some people who would identify with me. May be when Paulo Coelho wrote this book his soul was revealing itself and that’s why some of us can
identify with it because our souls are the part of same soul of God, just like his is. May be these lines of his novel were written by the “Hand that wrote all............... ”September 24, 2017If books were pills, Alchemist would be a sugarcoated placebo with no real effect. Let's call it a feel-good homily. I have never read a book as meretricious as this one. Many reviewers have pointed out the problems with this 'celebrated' novel so I'd rather not expend any more words. Suffice it so say that this is a good example of portentous writing that is best avoided if your
benchmark is quality literature.September 9, 2008Timing is everything. If I'd read 'The Alchemist' four years ago, I'm sure I would have loved it. It deals in big, bold pronouncements of 'follow your dreams' et cetera et cetera, and it certainly makes you think about your own life and the pursuit of your own "Personal Legend" if you will. But maybe I'm older and more cynical now, or maybe it's not cynicism so much as just seeing a reality that isn't so mystical and black and white as Paulo Coelho's, but in any event, I just wasn't buying what 'The Alchemist' was
selling.It's a good, quick read, I'll give it that. I enjoyed myself, and I definitely thought a little bit about my own life in the process, which I appreciate from my literature. And while I was more or less with it for a while, I just couldn't stay on board with an ending that left me saying, "that's it? Really?" Be forewarned, there will be spoilers after this point . The whole book Santiago is in pursuit of his "Personal Legend", which he is told is a great treasure found in the pyramids of Egypt. Along the way he befriends many people and makes a great sum of money,
while also meeting a beautiful young woman who agrees to more or less be his life-partner, Romeo and Juliet-style (which is stupid in and of itself, but more on that later). It is at this point that he determines he has achieved a greater treasure than any he had ever dreamed of, and would go no further. Beautiful. Cue the music and themes of recognizing treasure in all its forms. Santiago has a wonderful, fulfilling life laid out before him, and would most likely die a happy man by the side of his lovely wife and adoring children, all while living comfortably as
village counselor of a beautiful desert oasis. Sounds pretty nice, no?Well, that's where the book lost it's footing. Santiago is urged, coerced even, into continuing to follow his "Personal Legend", leaving behind his "love" (who, it should be mentioned is a "woman of the desert" and so is completely fine being abandoned by her "love" and will simply wait and wait and wait for him, whether he ever returns or not) traversing the desert and (bizarrely) evading a hostile army along the way by turning himself into the wind (it makes about as much sense as it sounds).
In the end though, Coelho reveals to us that Santiago does, indeed, reach his "Personal Legend" in a two and a half page epilogue, where it is shoddily revealed that Santiago's long-sought after treasure is...treasure. Literally. Buried treasure. A box in the sand filled with gold coins and diamonds and jewelry and crowns, and all the other cliche treasure images you can think up. What the hell?So what message are we supposed to take from this book then? Money is the most important thing in the world? Women are objects meant to be seen and valued for their
beauty, there to serve you and wait around forever while you go on wild goose chases across continents in search of money? Obviously I'm being facetious, and Coelho intended to say that one should follow their dreams no matter what, even if it transcends a nice, content life, so long as you are in pursuit of a life that would be even greater than you can ever imagine, sacrificing what is good now for what can be great later. But he did so in an extremely simplistic way, and the revelation of the Santiago's treasure being literally treasure was a major
disappointment.The thing was, despite his simplicity, the book had a nice message going for a while. If Fatima was Santiago's treasure, that I could have gotten behind, even if it shows a good deal of contempt for the role of women in relationships (beauty being the most important factor in deciding on a mate, as Santiago is struck by her beauty and immediately professes his love; Fatima more or less acquiesces immediately and pledges herself to Santiago no matter what, even if he must travel the desert forever in selfish pursuit of his own dreams, with no
regard for her), because that is something intangible that is meaningful and fulfilling, regardless of financial standing. But then Coelho basically goes on to say that that is just a roadblock in the way of real achievement, and that one should selfishly pursue their own dreams with no regard for those closest to them.How a book can go on and on talking about seeing the everyday symbols and omens in life and taking heed of them, presumably leaving metaphors for life all along the way, and then have what was presumably the biggest metaphor of them all,
Santiago's treasure, turn out not to be a metaphor at all, but just money? To me, that summed up everything. I suppose Coelho realizes this, as he begins the book with a brief fable about Narcissus falling into the river because he loved staring at his reflection, and the river's disappointment in this, as the river loved gazing into Narcissus's eyes and seeing the reflection of itself. This is a horrible little story implying that everyone is obsessed only with themselves, a sad, empty little thought that Coelho spends 167 pages endorsing wholeheartedly, under the
guise of following your dreams.I understand that other people love this book and find it inspiring, and I think I would have felt the same way years ago, when I was just out of college and it appeared I had my whole life ahead of me and a lifetime to live it. I'm older now, and I've found someone who I consider to be a real treasure, and while I still have dreams, I'm not willing to sacrifice the happiness that this life brings me every day in a single-minded pursuit of something that I want for selfish reasons (fame, fortune, etc.). If I was Santiago, I would have never
left Fatima in the first place if she truly made me happy, as Santiago claimed she did. Perhaps that makes me a coward in Coelho's eyes, not unlike the Crystal merchant from the story. But it'd also make me not the sad Englishman, whose single-minded pursuit of his "personal legend" had cost him all his money, friends, and family and left him alone in an oasis burning lead in a tent in the vain hopes it will turn to gold.I guess what I'm trying to say in this long-winded review, is that this book is all about being selfish and doing what you think will make you
happy, regardless of everything else. I can see why that appeals to people, especially those who want to show the doubters and find their own treasure beneath a sycamore tree, but it's sad, in a way. We live in a culture where everyone wants selfish things like fame or money or power, just to satisfy some gaping hole in their own souls, ignoring the real problems that lead to these compulsions in the first place. To me, this book feeds and even encourages that misplaced ideal, and that's a shame.February 9, 2018~~~The ~Alchemist ~~ ¢ Sba wsJl ~~~
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game show on Goodreads, the pre-review game Who Said That? [Insert audience applause] Guess if the following quotes are from The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho OR from a CEO/inspirational memoir:1. The secret of life, though, is to fall seven times and to get up eight times.2. The only thing worse than starting something and failing is not starting something.3. Chase the vision, not the money, the money will end up following you.4. Remember that wherever your heart is, there you w111 find your treasure.5. Sometlmes theres a sign that something really great
is about to happen. You're about to grow and learn a lot more about yourself.6. Life is fragile. We're not guaranteed a tomorrow so give it everything you've got.7. People are capable, at any time in their lives, of doing what they dream of.8. A dream doesn't become reality through magic; it takes sweat, determination and hard work.9. There is only one thing that makes a dream impossible to achieve: the fear of failure.10. Pessimists may be right in the end, but an optimist has a much better time getting there.11. Without passion, you don’t have any energy,
and without energy, you simply have nothing.12. When we strive to become better than we are, everything around us becomes better, too.Answers1. Alchemist2. Seth Godin, Founder of Squidoo3. Tony Hsieh, CEO of Zappos4. Alchemist5. Marissa Mayer, CEO of Yahoo6. Tim Cooke, CEO of Apple7. Alchemist8. Colin Powell, former US Secretary of State9. Alchemist10. Samuel R Allen, CEO of Deerell. Whoever the ghost writer is for Donald Trump books12. AlchemistJokes aside, The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho is an endlessly quotable book. It reads like a fable,
with very catchy and accessible writing that is meant to empower and make you feel good. This really works for a lot of people—I mean this was a widely successful novel—and I'm happy that so many people could be moved and inspired by a book. Especially a book that unites people around the world by being an international success. Unfortunately, for myself at least, it all comes across as a pristine facade without much behind it, offering something that can be quickly digested but isn’t actually filling. This is a book that I recall enjoying enough when I read it
as a teen but haven’t thought of since, so when someone picked it as our next read for our book club I was excited to revisit it seeing as I remembered literally nothing about it. I hate to say it, but being fun but forgettable is my takeaway from it again. There is only one way to learn... It's through action.’Coelho said the book was written very quickly because ‘the book was already written in my soul,” and in the forward he discusses how this novel was his own Personal Legend. ‘I was living my own metaphor,’ he said, being thrilled just to get it picked up by a
Brazilian publisher who, in 1988, only ran 900 copies assuming it would not be a big success. The book ended up taking off, with the 1993 English translation becoming a massive hit and lead to numerous further translations. Coelho even holds a Guinness World Record for “most translations of a single title signed by the author in 1 sitting”, signing his book in 53 different translated editions at a book event in Germany. So I can really appreciate that aspect, and his own personal journey into publishing and believing in himself is honestly better than the book
itself. Fun fact: The Alchemist had a big boost in sales when then-President Bill Clinton was photographed reading it.For those who don’t know, the story follows a young boy, Santiago, as he journeys across the desert and meets a lot of interesting people along the way. Literally every person has a pearl of positive wisdom to share it seems, and it becomes a rapid fire of empowerment quotes that could all go on one of those inspirational posters made for office walls in the 90s. Actually, I'm fairly certain I've seen one that quoted this book. The characters all
feel like a mouthpiece for Coehlo to pass along his positive message, or wisdom, and one can easily imagine this being a self-help book had he not decided to attach a fictional narrative to it. It is a nice message, that you have to believe in yourself and in your goals and, if you truly do (“only those who are true of heart” vibes like in fairy tales) the universe will conspire to help you achieve your goal. Which is a nice inspirational message and sometimes that is what you need to hear to break free from self doubt. Particularly as another primary message is that we
must overcome fear to accomplish what we need to do. ‘Don't give in to your fears,” Coelho writes, ‘If you do, you won't be able to talk to your heart.” So great, yea, believe in yourself. I dig that."To realize one's destiny is a person's only real obligation.’I do, however, see it as a bit of a back-patting perspective. Like yes, if you are successful it is nice to feel like it is because you are pure of heart. He tells us that those who don’t follow their dreams end up in ruin and sadness. This is sort of a success fallacy in a way, as it implies that if things are bad its because
you just didn’t try hard enough. Which...ehhhhh...I mean there are a lot of forces acting in society that gatekeep and sometimes it’s more than just not overcoming adversity. And I get it, keep trying, yea, but it feels a bit like shaming? Which is honestly overthinking it though as this book is not that nuanced or deep (something I kept saying during debates over minor details during book club: “I don’t think he even considered that and its beside the point because it’s not actually that deep”). It is meant to be a fun and empowering story that paints in broad
strokes and yea, I get why it means a lot to many people. For me it just seemed a bit flat and like a snack when I wanted a meal.’Everyone seems to have a clear idea of how other people should lead their lives, but none about his or her own.” Okay, fine, I don’t know how to write a good book or how to live my life either, but I just know this one wasn’t it for me.I did appreciate how it was aimed at a general positive idea of spirituality that, while using different religions, was not necessarily religious. Spiritual, or mystic would seem the better term. I liked the
idea of the universe, the sand, the wind, etc as conscious entities that can collaborate with you. While I really disliked the deus ex machina ending, the whole idea of the world as a spiritual presence was well done. Coelho does sort of pull an orientalism in his depiction as an outsider of the region as this wild and savage land full of wise sages and cutthroat robbers, but it does seem with the aim of capturing the feel of One Thousand and One Nights or other tales of adventure and ‘finding yourself’ in exotic locale. Which I think is a topic that people have had a
more nuanced discussion on since this book was written. It's the possibility of having a dream come true that makes life interesting,” Coelho writes, and this I can agree with. However, in The Alchemist, the general tone of the book is that dreams seem a thing only for men. Fatima, Santiago’s love interest, lacks much agency in the tale and is more or less written as a prize for following his Personal Legend. She is an element of his journey, while I guess he is all her journey gets to be. He tells her ‘I love you because the entire universe conspired to help me find
you,” which...isn’t all that romantic or great? Hey, the universe popped you into my life, guess you'll do for a bride. C’'mon, man, does she have any personality or intelligence you enjoy and don’t just tell me how beautiful she is. Didn’t vibe with any of that aspect of the book.I also didn’t really like the ending. Sure it is riffing on the whole “it’s the journey not the destination” aspect but it felt a bit flat for me with the deus ex machina moment. It is a happy ending though, and one full of success and rewards. As a bookclub member pointed out, it sort of resonates
with a quote by T.S. Eliot: ‘We shall not cease from exploration And the end of all our exploring Will be to arrive where we started And know the place for the first time.’So in the end, I'm mostly ambivalent to this book. I see why people enjoy it and it is admittedly pretty and sweet and uplifting. It’s a good vibe to be in. It didn’t do much for me, but that’s alright too. 2.5/5April 26, 2023tl;dr - important message, disappointing execution.for this to have been described as a story that changes lives, im a little let down. whilst this certainly had the potential to be
‘life changing,’ i felt there were many aspects which kept the story from delivering what could have been a meaningful experience. firstly, this is told like a parable. i would consider this story to fall more along the lines of religious allegory than philosophical text. that, in itself, is neither here nor there. however, i read somewhere that effective parables should comfort the afflicted and afflict the comfortable. unfortunately, this book does neither of those things - it pampers to the egos of the self-righteous and chastises those who dont adhere to certain values.
which is a shame, because this was supposed to be a story about following ones heart by chasing dreams and passions. too bad that message got lost somewhere along the way. secondly, i didnt connect with the any of characters, as i found them to be very two-dimensional. for a story that was meant to be about personal growth, i did not get any sense of emotion in the writing. a boy sells his entire livelihood, sets sail for distant continent, and crosses an entire desert in search of something he desperately desires - and yet, i couldnt care less about his journey.
also, the portrayal of women in this is frustratingly poor. anyways, i liked the idea. i personally try to live my life by many of the lessons and teachings in this book - i believe it is important for one to follow their dreams, to always listen to their heart, and to never give up on something they are passionate about (as much as realistically possible). but i think the effectiveness of those messages was lost in this story. - 2.5 starsFebruary 23, 2016Superficially deep (ie deep on the surface and shallow underneath), but actually rather pretentious new age waffle - yet
somehow manages to be beautiful despite that. I would have enjoyed it in my late teens/early 20s (when I enjoyed Jonathan Livingston Seagull), but reading this as an adult, I found it annoyingly unsubtle.Reading, and disliking this, was something of a watershed: a few years earlier and I'd probably have loved it, but as it was, I realised I'd turned into a cynical adult (and I know where I get that from!). god-religion-faith overratedSeptember 25, 2019Homework for "Introductory Course For Irony Disposal And Sarcasm Removal (ICFIDASR)", lesson one, re-
submission number 47.1 once read a book that inspired me to change my whole attitude towards reading. It was a medicine of universal, cosmic impact. Before, I had thought that books existed to enrich me, giving me knowledge, pleasure and understanding. After reading the introductory pages of this "enchanting novel" however, I learned that more wisdom can be gained from the companionship of sheep than from books, as stated by the wise young protagonist, a shepherd who uses books for a pillow and sheep for dialogue partners (it is a one-way road,
with the sheep as teachers, for the sheep don't learn anything from him). In simple, unsophisticated prose, which seems to be carefully following the rubric of a Grade 6 descriptive writing assignment, I read:"The only things that concerned the sheep were food and water. As long as the boy knew how to find the best pastures in Andalusia, they would be his friends. Yes, their days were all the same, with the seemingly endless hours between sunrise and dusk; and they had never read a book in their young lives, and didn't understand when the boy told them
about the sights of the cities. They were content with just food and water, and, in exchange, they generously gave of their wool, their company, and - once in a while - their meat."Learning to take everything literally is part of my course, so I try not to see a metaphor in the fact that the boy learns more from sheep than from books. But I do have a question or two:If the sheep are only his"friends" as long as he brings them food, do they really count as friends? Are they not just following their needs?Is it not quite self-evident that they have not read any books in
their young lives - they are sheep after all, and won't read in their old age either, I assume?Do they really "generously offer their wool, their company, and -ONCE IN A WHILE - their meat? At least as far as the meat is concerned, I am sure they offer it once, and not again, and not by free choice, and generously?As this book is to be taken seriously, I beg to accept my apology if my questions sound like sarcasm. That is not my intention. I am really just asking "all universe to conspire to help me achieve my goal" (another piece of wisdom the book offers) - of
understanding how anyone can take this seriously! I just wonder how all universe deals with opposing wishes, which must occasionally occur, even in a small place like our earth. If [ for example wish to have my neighbour's garden chair, and my neighbour wishes to keep it, who does "all universe" side with, and how does it conspire to help me get it, and at the same time to help my neighbour to keep it?Things that happen once can never happen again, I also learn. Before I can even ask why, I get another piece of information: Things that happen twice will
always happen again. How does that go together? If things have happened once (which is a prerequisite for happening twice in my world) they won't happen again?!? Whatever is meant, things can NEVER happen twice, that is sure. I can't travel to Italy twice. If I do it anyway (which is not possible) I will definitively do it again. That is nice!When I do travel to Italy (once, or three times), my life and my path will always provide me with enough omens. That is interesting, and I do not know why I all of a sudden associate this with the sheepish followers in Life Of
Brian, who found omens in sandals.Call me literal-minded, but I do have some issues with the idea of omen provision. Can I order them online nowadays? What do they cost? To close my reflection on learning more from sheep than books, I have to say: In some cases, that is very true! What a bitter medicine!As with all medicines, there are some side effects, and it is very important to read the warning before you take this drug:Please do not read this book if you are in danger of thinking too rationally. When you read this Grade 6 essay, be careful to check if you
show behaviours that you would define as out of character, as they might be symptoms of acute drivel reading allergy. Symptoms include: anger, frustration, ridicule, frowning, nausea, meaningless giggling, dreams about book burning, urge to throw the book in the bin or out the window. Symptoms may vary, but in all cases, it is recommended to suspend reading until the brain is reset in adequate sheep mode again. If symptoms do not diminish after enjoying a couple of good, real books, please see your librarian for memory removal surgery or therapy.don-t-
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reading. It’s the kind of book you read more than once. Written exceptionally well, it’s an effortless and comfortable read that warms you like a cozy blanket. It left me thinking silently for quite awhile after I closed the book. I honestly just lost myself in thought and how we can so easﬂy lose sight of what’s important in life. How we can be quick to assume instead of coming from curious.This isn’t just a novel, it’s a lesson. If you like books that leave you enlightened, this is a good one to read.June 9, 2016 w0 G w3 5 0,5 5 b s Ol @ @i "3S 0> sl ) ensiy
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I first read this. Really, this is one of the earliest novels I read when I began reading recreationally.- I remember at the time not getting what all the hype was about and thought it, while quite well done, was fairly ordinary.- It'll be interesting to see if I'll change my tune at all after so many years.(2) No real chapter breaks, which is a shame. I like boundaries.06/09/2024 - Prologue(l) You know, I'd just been wondering why the original cover art was "Narcissus" by Caravaggio. I couldn't understand why. Well, the prologue answered that question immediately
albeit not directly.- My first thought is it's symbolic of this book in concept. The prologue tells the story of Narcissus, but then adds to it. Which is to say this book might use existing folklore as a base to build its fiction upon.06/12/2024 - Andalusia(1) Melchizedek's interesting. He says he's the Biblical King of Salem, who dealt with Abraham. So, he's either a liar/conman or in some way divine.- You'd think Santiago, who attended seminary, would be either awed or skeptical. He seems neither.- Presuming he's divine, the way he disrupts Santiago's life,
overturning the status quo, makes him an archetypical trickster.- This is magical realism, I suppose.06/13/2024 - Tangier(1) "The boy knew that in money there was magic; whoever has money is never really alone."- True, albeit cynical. You're never alone because people want your money.- Of course, it implies the inverse is also true. Losing all his money means he's now really alone and has no ability to make things magically happen.(2) This whole Tangier section is about blessings in disguise and not settling for the familiar.06/14/2024 (1) - The Caravan and
Oasis(1) "Once you get into the desert, there's no going back, and, when you can't go back, you have to worry only about the best way of moving forward."- That's the difference between the Crystal Merchant, who looks back and never sees Mecca, and the Englishman, who builds a forge in the desert.- This whole section is like one big Nike ad. So many metaphors all amounting to the same "Just Do It!" call to action.06/14/2024 (2) - The Desert(1) It's interesting how figures here tie themselves into a Biblical lineage, as if to imply this story is Biblical as well.-
We saw this previously with the old man who insisted he was the Biblical Melchizedek.- At the oasis, the tribal elder says they were the very people who purchased Joseph and brought him to Egypt.- Like Joseph, Santiago is a foreigner who saves the locals and is made a court official.06/15/2024 (1) - The Military Camp(1) It's around this point in the book that you realize the titular "Alchemist" isn't the alchemist character, but Santiago.- Because turning lead into gold is a metaphor for leaving a mundane life to pursue treasure.(2) "Usually the threat of death
makes people a lot more aware of their lives."- Hitting rock bottom usually spurs people into action.- That's why the boy was robbed of everything three times.06/15/2024 (2) - Epilogue(1) Ultimately, this is one of those "it's not you it's me" books.- I can understand why it inspires so many people and why it's one of the most popular books on this site.- But (call me jaded, cynical or a grump) the book-long refrain that the universe conspires to make your dreams come true just seems quixotic and trite.(2) Overall, a better experience than before, but nothing to
make me change my rating.audiobook author-latin-american era-early-modern June 25, 2024Follow Your Dreams: A Fairy Tale?The boy wanted to be a shepherd. He was unable to leave his destiny alone. Instead, he chose his fate, and changed it.Now he gets to travel the world, searching for treasure (literally and figuratively). Like every treasure hunt, there is adventure and danger! And stories and personal growth. And memories and the benefit of the experience.Egged on by the mystical: The old gypsy woman. The God-like elder. The crystal glass mentor.
The naive English man. The caravan guide and the alchemist!The boy has his own mind and experiences, but it doesn’t prevent him from being open to advice.His open mind keeps him focused and motivated, and kept alive whenever his life is in danger.Lots of spiritual energy and religious morality, but it doesn’t stop the wars or violence. Or murder. Maybe even encourage it. A bit.Still a story about a journey is always captivating and capable of giving good advice. The Alchemist is no different...So, it gets five stars. a-z-challenge classic group-reads Displaying
1 - 30 of 139,094 reviewsGet help and learn more about the design. Jump to ratings and reviewsWhere there’s Hope there’s trouble...THE ALCHEMIST’S SECRET introduces hero Ben Hope, a former elite SAS soldier tortured by a tragedy from his past, who now devotes his life to rescuing kidnapped children.But when Ben is recruited to locate an ancient manuscript which could save a dying child, he embarks on the deadliest quest of his life.The document is alleged to contain the formula for the elixir of life, discovered by the brilliant alchemist Fulcanelli
decades before. But it soon becomes apparent that others are hunting this most precious of treasures - for far more evil ends. It seems that everyone - from the Nazis of the past to the shadowy modern organisation known as Gladius Domini - wants to uncover the secrets of immortality.Teaming up with attractive American scientist Dr Roberta Ryder, Ben is led on a wild and dangerous trail from Paris to the ancient Cathar strongholds of the Languedoc, where an astonishing secret has lain hidden for centuries...
GenresThrillerFictionMysteryAdventureActionCrimeMystery Thriller 1122 people are currently readingDisplaying 1 - 30 of 624 reviewsMay 10, 2013This is one of those books you read in one go and can read 10 of them in a row... like you read James Patterson :) But for how long you will remember what you have read I can't tell... not for long probably :) You'll remember that you liked the book but not what the book was about... :)July 29, 2017In this first full-length novel, Scott Mariani propels Ben Hope into the middle of an ancient mystery, some would
rather have left in medieval times. Hope is enjoying his life as a former SAS operative, ensconced in the world of K&R (kidnap and ransom), particularly when the victims are children. When Hope is approached by a wealthy man to help him find a manuscript that purports to hold alchemical secrets, skepticism surfaces and the mission is declined. However, upon learning that this might be the only way to help the man’s granddaughter, a crisis of conscience arises and Ben agrees to take the case and commences the search for the Fulcanelli Manuscript.
Steered towards Paris, Hope begins searching for his manuscript that is said to hold keys the Elixir of Life. He encounters a controversial American scientist, Dr. Roberta Ryder, who has her own feelings about this document and seeks to come along, having always wanted to examine Fulcanelli’s notations. However, someone is trying to steer her astray and keep Ryder on the radar of the police. Immortality being what it is, many others are searching for the Manuscript, including a dark organization, Gladius Domini. They will stop at nothing to uncover the
secrets and have targeted Hope and Ryder for extinction, if that is what it will take. Headed by a powerful man within the Catholic Church, Gladius Domini purports to be acting in the name of God. As the search continues, a psychiatric patient who has read large portions of the Manuscript might hold some key aspects that Hope will require in his search. However, self-inflicted injuries and incoherent babble led to a deadly outcome. Could these rantings still be useful? Hope and Ryder do all they can to find the truths of the Fulcanelli Manuscript while trying
to keep Gladius Domini at bay. As the story progresses, the reader travels with Hope and Ryder on a dangerous trail from Paris to the ancient Cathar strongholds of the Languedoc, where an astonishing secret has lain hidden for centuries. Might Hope lose his life trying to extend that of a sick girl? Mariani storms onto the scene with this new series and keeps readers hooked from the opening paragraphs. An exciting adventure that mixes the devotion of Jack Reacher with the historical obsessions of Robert Langdon. Not to be missed by fans of either
protagonist.Asked by a friend if I would try this series, I decided to stop procrastinating once and for all. I thoroughly enjoy the premise of the Ben Hope series and found that the character, while similar in some regards to the two men mentioned above, also individualises himself nicely. Hope brings much baggage and fast-paced decision making from his time with the SAS, but also a penchant for dedication. He pulls on an ability to decipher codes and hidden messages, while peeling back historical understandings of items not known to many beforehand. It is
still early in the series, but I can begin to see an interesting foundation for the Ben Hope character and Mariani offers up some interesting backstory about Ben and his reason for being involved in K&R, pieces that were not clear even with the three short stories that precede this novel. The story is by no means unique, but its development and content does have a degree of individuality, such that the reader will likely want to take a look. Without getting too weighed down with religious symbols, the Fulcanelli Manuscript offers up the one things many have
sought for so long, the answer to eternal life. I'd surely use it to read and review all the books that teeter on my ‘to be read’ list. You?!Kudos, Mr. Mariani for starting the series off with a bang! I am very curious and hope to read more about Ben Hope and his various adventures in the coming weeks.Love/hate the review? An ever-growing collection of others appears at: 13, 2020This is the first book in the Ben Hope series and I enjoyed it but found it rather cliche. It is not unlike The DaVinci Code in terms of a hero (Ben) who takes on a beautiful sidekick
(Roberta) to track down an ancient manuscript relating to alchemy. It brings in Notre Dame, the Catholic Church, religious artefacts and the Cathars.It is action packed and our hero manages to get out of a lot of tight situations. There is torture and diabolically bad people.Having said all of that, I found it hard to put down and enjoyed all the twists and turns in the story.adrenalin thriller-suspenseFebruary 2, 2021000 000000 00 0000 00000, 0000 0000 00000 00000 O 00000000 00 00000000 00 000000 000000000 000000000 000, 00000000 00000000 000000
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000 000 0000 0000 00000 0000 000 00000 00000 00000 000000 0000 0000 000 0000! 000000 000+ 000000 0000 000000 000 00000 0000 000 0000 0000000 000000 0000 000000! :DOctober 23, 20171 am completely flummoxed as to why so many people have given this book and author such good reviews!!!! It is such a rip off of other authors stories, in particular Dan Brown, and is riddled with cliches!!! To top it all off it is very poorly written. I'm no literary snob, far from it as I will read trashy page turners like the rest of them The cliches were to much and I
struggled to finish it.....the handsome, rich, reclusive, troubled ex SAS soldier out to save the world against the evil Catholic Church with his side kick, who just happens to be a beautiful young intelligent woman! The story was poor but it was all too much for me when the hero and heroine run into each other's arms on the beach at the end......I couldn't bear to read another word by this comic book author! Go read some Jeffrey Archer Mr Mariani and learn how to write a novel!April 24, 2017Like a Hollywood movie it started, like a movie it ended. What's in
between, is a story of suspense thriller, action adventure, conspiracy, love and hardcore killings and survival. Ask me why I liked The Alchemist's Secret? And the answer is simple. Because it's good. From the first chapter its fast paced, and it rarely slow down. Of course there are loop-holes within the story, but those didn't bother me much to avoid fun. Often when a story can give me enough joy, I tend to ignore that tiny errors it beholds. Because, every story has errors if you really want to find them. But, the main goal should be to enjoy it while we can.
That's why we read books to begin with, isn't it? I liked how hero character developed with time, or rather it's more appropriate to say, how it got reveled. He was rough and tough to begin with, but also has a soft corner within. And we got to see throughout the journey that he can be as humane as a normal human being. He also makes mistake, ignore facts. But, with luck and skill he survives somehow. Our lady protagonist was also nice. The only thing bothered me that, she was supposed to know some martial-arts, but when situation demanded she failed to
use it mostly. I wanted her to be more action packed. There is puzzle, and throughout the whole book B. Hope discover the whole truth. The ending is not unpredictable, but it's fine. Whole journey made it worth a while. If you like an action adventure story, this book is for you. If you like spy thriller, you need to read this. If you like conspiracy, it might just satisfy you. Overall, read it if you want to go into a fast story-line with good characters. You will feel like playing a good old Tomb Raider game while reading it- if you know what I mean!July 6, 20161t's like a
cross between Dan Brown and Matthew Reilly. Awesome action packed, fast paced, tightly written (seriously, shortest paragraphs and chapters I've ever read, so you'll fly through it). Also unpredictable, which is hard to pull off. All that, and it's historically acurate??? More please!June 30, 2020Wow!!! This book is a brilliant fast paced, thrill seeking read. It will have you on the edge of your seat, frantically turning each page, and before you know it, you've devoured it all! If Jason Bourne were to meet Robert Langdon, you would find yourself looking at Ben
Hope, a former member of the SAS. Upon been sent on a mission, to find an ancient manuscript, for the elixir of life, he must travel to France in the hopes of locating it. However, it is not all plain sailing for Ben, who finds himself in uncertain dangers and treacherous situations. Who are his allies and who are his enemies?This book will not disappoint if you are eager to uncover long lost mysteries and secrets and enjoy being taken on a journey with your minds eye.June 4, 2025Every review I've read of Scott Mariani's Ben Hope series compares it to Dan Brown
and his ilk. And you know what? They're quite right. In making that comparison, you know exactly what you're getting. Of course, a hell of a lot of people can't stand Dan Brown, and those people should probably stay away from this book. But if you enjoy the occasional thriller with a bit of pseudo-scientific hocus-pocus thrown in, then this is probably worth a read. It's a nice easy read, with nice easy characters, and a story that's interesting enough to pull you along, and reasonably well written. All this sounds like I'm damning this book with faint praise. I'm not
really - I enjoyed it quite a bit, but then I'm the sort of person that thinks not every book you read should be the best example of its craft, and not every film you see should be the finest film in the world. I'm happy reading a book or watching a film for sheer entertainment value, and not expecting a lot out of it. That's what you get with this book.As to the plot - do you really care? It's some bunkum about an ex-SAS officer who goes around rescuing children and gets himself involved in a plot to steal the notebook of an alchemist who just might have found the
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unbelievable, this is my favourite type of book. It takes you away from reality for a few hours & can be read in one sitting. Perfect for someone who doesn’t want anything too deep or the characters too complicated. August 25, 2022Franta, octombrie 1999Parintele Pascal Cambriel isi indesa palaria pe urechi si isi ridicd gulerul, strAngandu-si-l in jurul géatului, ca sa se apere de ploaia biciuitoare. Furtuna deschisese usa cotetului gdinilor si pasarile alergau innebunite de spaima. In timp ce le méana inapoi cu bastonul, numarandu-le din mers, preotul de saizeci si
patru de ani compatimea orice calator aflat sub cerul liber in noaptea aceea mizerabila.Un fulger scalda in lumina curtea din jurul lui, precum si toata intinderea stravechiului sat de pe stanci. De cealaltd parte a zidului gradmu casei sale de tara se aflau biserica Saint-Jean, construita in secolul al X-lea, si cimitirul ei simplu, cu pietre de mormant ciobite si acoperite de iedera. Fulgerul care brazda cerul isi arunca lumina stralucitoare asupra acoperisurilor caselor si a peisajului sdlbatic de dincolo de ele, toate scufundandu-se din nou in intuneric o secunda mai
tarziu, cdnd bubui tunetul. Cu hainele slromd de apa, parintele Pascal impinse zavorul, incuind in interiorul sigur al cotetului gainile care caraiau.in stralucirea unui alt fulger cu totul altceva atrase privirea preotului care se rasucea pe calcaie ca sa o ia la fugé inapoi, ctre casa. incremeni locului, cu rasuflarea taiatd.Se freca la ochi cu mainile ude. Fusese numai o parere? Fulgerul licari iarasi si, in scurta scanteiere de lumina alba, il vazu pe ciudatul stréin alergand de-a lungul lizierei si intrand in padure.Dupa atatia ani in care isi pdstorise enoriasii, un
instinct firesc il imboldea sa incerce sa vina in ajutorul unui suflet nefericit.— Attendez! strigd preotul, acoperind suierul vantului. Stai o clipa, prietene! Nu te teme!lesi in fugd pe poarta, schiopatand usor din cauza piciorului beteag, si o lua pe cararea ingusta dintre case, indreptandu-se spre intunericul de sub copacii dincolo de care disparuse omul.il gasi repede pe strainul prabusit cu fata in jos printre maracinii si frunzele cazute de la marginea padurii. Tremura din toate incheieturile si isi cuprinsese cu bratele trunchiul costeliv. In intunericul umed,
preotul reusi sa vada ca straiele ii atdrnau de trup, zdrentuite.— Seigneur, gemu el, cuprins de mila, si isi scoase instinctiv haina, infagurdndu-l in ea pe necunoscut. Esti teafar, prietene? Ce s-a intdmplat? Te rog, lasa-ma sa te ajut.Strainul vorbea singur, cu voce scdzutd, murmurand cuvinte trunchiate, amestecate cu suspine, cu umerii tresaltand. Parintele Pascal ii puse haina in spate, simtind cum ploaia torentiala ii uda leoarca, instantaneu, propria camasa.— Trebuie sa mergem in casa, spuse, cu voce blanda. Am facut focul, am méncare si un pat liber. O sa-1




chem de doctorul Bachelard. Poti s& mergi?incerca delicat si-1 intoarca cu fata in sus, ca sa-1 poatd apuca de maini, incercand s&-1 ajute sa se ridice.In lumina urméatorului fulger vdzu ceva care il impinse sa faca un pas inapoi: sangele care imbiba c&masa zdrentuitd a omului; taieturile lungi si adanci care ii brazdau trupul slab. T&ieturi in alte tdieturi. Rani care se vindecaseré si care fusesera redeschise prin spintecare. Nu erau taieturi facute la intAmplare, ci modele, forme precise si simboluri, acoperite cu o crusta de sange inchegat.February 23, 2020This was
a lot of fun. Action packed, well researches, over the top at times and extremely fast paced. Ben hope is a great character to get behind. It does remind me of Dan Brown a little but with more an action style character (ex sas).October 29, 2008From the back of the book:A former elite member of the SAs, Ben Hope is tortured by a tragedy from his past and now devotes his time to rescuing kidnapped children.But when Ben is recruited to locate an ancient manuscript which could save the life of a dying child, he embarks on the deadliest quest of his life.The
document is alleged to contain the formula for the elixir of life, discovered by the brilliant alchemist Fulcanelli decades before. But it soon becomes apparent that others are hunting this most precious of treasures - for far more evil ends....~~~~~~~~~~ ~ ~~ e e e e e e e e e e I thoroughly enjoyed this book by Mariani. Okay, in places it's a little far fetched, but it's gripping from beginning to end and the characterisation is good. December 17, 2019Ben Hope is a former elite SAS soldier, who now devotes his
life to rescuing kidnapped children.Asked to find to formula for an elixir which might save the life of a dying child, Ben finds that there are others also searching for the same things. The hunt turns deadly and Ben must use all his training to stay ahead of some powerful people who will stop at nothing to get waht they want.This story appealed to me because I enjoy the historical elements about the Cathars and I also like the mystery that surrounds alchemy.May 25, 2019After listening til Origins by Dan Brown, I felt for something similar. I've previously read a
book by Mariani, which was ages ago, but I knew that this series would follow in the same niche as The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown. I definitely enjoyed listening to The Alchemist's Secret, it was enjoyable. The information about alchemy and Languedoc and the Cathars - it made me think about the Languedoc trilogy by Kate Mosse - was particularly interesting.March 18, 201700000 0000 000000000000000000 00000 0000000000000 00000 0000000 (000 0000000 00000000)000000000 00000000 0000000 00000 000000 0000000000000000 000000 00000 00 000,
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former elite SAS soldier, who is haunted by a tragedy from his past. Ben now devotes his life to rescuing kidnapped children. When he is recruited to locate an ancient manuscript that could save a dying child, he embarks on a dangerous quest that leads him from Paris to the ancient Cathar strongholds of the Languedoc. The manuscript is believed to contain the formula for the elixir of life, discovered by the brilliant alchemist Fulcanelli. However, Ben soon realizes that others are also hunting this precious treasure for far more sinister purposes.NarrationWill
Rycroft's narration is a standout feature of this audiobook. His deep, resonant voice perfectly captures the intensity and urgency of the story. Rycroft's ability to differentiate between characters and convey their emotions adds depth to the listening experience. His pacing keeps the listener engaged, making it easy to follow the fast-paced plot and stay invested in Ben Hope's journey.PlotMariani's plot is action-packed and filled with twists and turns. The story moves quickly, with Ben Hope navigating through dangerous situations and uncovering layers of
corruption. The tension builds steadily, leading to a gripping climax that leaves the listener eager for the next book in the series. The blend of thriller, mystery, and adventure elements makes "The Alchemist's Secret" a compelling listen.Character DevelopmentBen Hope is a well-developed protagonist. His background as an elite SAS soldier adds a layer of complexity to his character, and his struggle to find his place after leaving the military is relatable. The supporting characters are also well-crafted, each contributing to the overall narrative and adding to
the tension. Mariani's writing allows the listener to connect with the characters on an emotional level, making their struggles and triumphs resonate.ThemesThe book explores themes of justice, redemption, and the consequences of violence. Ben Hope's quest for justice is driven by his personal experiences and his desire to make a difference. The theme of corruption within the police force adds a layer of realism to the story, raising thought-provoking questions about the nature of justice and the lengths one will go to achieve it.Overall Impression"The
Alchemist's Secret" is a thrilling audiobook that combines elements of action, mystery, and adventure. Will Rycroft's narration enhances the story, making it an immersive and engaging experience. Scott Mariani's writing is sharp and well-paced, with a plot that keeps the listener hooked from start to finish. The book sets the stage for an exciting new series.August 11, 20141 decided to read this book because I read somewhere it was kinda Kate Mosse's books.It was horrible. It's more like a mix between a Dan Brown's one, (but without a well documented
argument nor a credible history nor a good sense of humor) and a bad chick lit author.For example, the 'heroe': he doesn't have a formal education in themes like history, biology, chemistry, physiology, ancient languages, symbology, etc... He's a good strategist and a great soldier, but that's all. And Scott is trying to convince me that this man, all alone, just by browsing a couple of things on the internet and drawing random lines in a map is capable of discover 'one of the biggest secrets in human history' at the same time he's saving the world, killing every evil
man and getting a girlfriend? Pleaseeee!Another example: Roberta, at the beginning of the book says she has a black belt in karate, but when she is in danger the only thing that she can do is pull the hair of the man who is trying to kidnap her or be the typical damisel in distress who can only waits for someone (cof cof Ben Hope) to save her. The plot is weak; the characters are too good or too bad. There are a million details that make this a really awful book. I'm sorry I've read it. That's all I have to say.Terence M - [Quot libros, quam breve tempus!]August 5,
2017Audio Book - 12 hours 19 minutes - 3.5 stars, rounded to 4.0 out of 5.0I read/listened to "The Alchemist's Secret", Ben Hope #1, after reading #0.5, #2 and #3. I really enjoyed pretty much everything about this first novel from Scott Mariani. I don't know why I decided to read #2 first, but I rather wish I hadn't because reading #1 gave me an original insight into who Ben Hope is and what motivates him, some of which I think I had to assume while reading #2. I like this character. There are plenty of authors writing about strong, silent, tough-guy
protagonists who have military or police backgrounds, so it must be hard for a writer to differentiate HIS character from the rest. Mariani does well with Ben Hope and over the three and a half books I have listened to, he has developed Hope into a no-less tough guy, with some edges of warmth and while hardly loveable, Hope is an admirable altruist who uses his skills and experience to help others.My friend Matt is on a Ben Hope binge, so I will take a brief rest and tackle something that won't keep me reading when I should be resting!October 15,
2017Wow, it was... different. I haven't read this type of thriller before. Ben Hope's not a historian, nor some kind of scientist or professor, yet he's on the trace of a historical mystery. He reminded me of Eddie Chase (Andy McDermott's series about Nina Wilde & Eddie Chase) as his ex-SAS soldier too. But I feel like most of the thrillers I've read are with main female character rather than male. On this issue, the Ben Hope series reminds me of Dan Brown's(and I both like them).The Alchemist's Secret has something in it that makes it so... distinct. At the same
time, it has everything I like in this genre - action, fun, mystery, history... I like the writing of Scott Mariani and I'm continuing with the next book of the series - I'm so stunned I've almost read a whole book only on the bus! (I'm using the public transport to get to the university and that's about 20mins only one way and either way is a wasted time so I decided to make full use of it by reading.)December 14, 2018Ckotr MapuaHu e OIKUCBaH OT KPUTHUKaTa KaTo MUKC Mexknay [laH BpayH u MaTio Paiiny, KaTo cMecBa KOHCIIMPAIUUTe Ha eOUHHUS C AUHAMUYHOTO
neticTBue Ha BTopus. Bes ma cbM uen “IIu®@bpsT Ha JleoHapHo” BUXK/AM, 4e UfesTa 4 TyK e I0CTa CXO[HA, HO peaju3alusTa HauCTUHA HAIOMHS 3a poMaHuTe Ha [11ammnoTo ot Paiiiu, ¢ MHOTO €KIIbH, GUTKY U IpecTpenku. Ben Xoym e TOTHH repoii ChC CHJIHA TMYHA ApaMa, KosiTo obade He My Ipedy fa Haka3Ba JIOIIUTe, KOTaTo TH I0KOTIa, a Te OT CBOst CTpPaHa ca G@3MUIIOCTHY M OTBPATUTENHHU. [IpOUeTOX KHUTaTa 3a HAKOJIKO Be4ePH M OCTaHaX [OBOJIEH OT Hes - HsMallle HUTO efiHa CKydYHa CTPaHHUIa, a 00paTHTe, MaKap U He YaK HelpenBUAuMY, 6sxa nobpe
HanpaBeHHU.1[s10TO MU peBlo YeTeTe Ha nuHKa! Girl with the Sagittarius TattooApril 1, 2020The Action/Adventure genre strikes again. DNF @ 26%.Bad guys so poorly imagined it's nearly indescribable. A horrible shrew as the love interest/brainy scientist. Then there's Ben Hope, the protagonist. Guilty for the sister he couldn't save (when he was 7 years old), the one-bottle-of-whiskey-every-night former SAS operative's only mission in life is to rescue kidnapped children from evil ransomers everywhere. Ugh, so standard. Still, it's not like I expected better than
this. The hunt for my unicorn continues...1-star g-action-adventure g-thriller December 19, 20121 wasn't sure that I was going to like this book but was pleasantly surprised when I actually loved it. In many ways, it reminded me of the Da Vinci code as this is a similar kind of thriller. I would recommend this to anyone who likes to read action packed stories set in multiple countries. It had everything that I like in a book. This is the first time I have read anything by this author but I'm looking forward to reading the other books in the series.February 18, 2021A
quick-paced treasure hunt thriller with plenty of action & treasure codes. Ben Hope is tortured by his missing sister who disappeared under his watch. He now devotes his life to rescuing kidnapped children. He’s been recruited to locate an ancient manuscript containing a formula to save a dying child. This trail leads Ben and Dr Roberta Ryder from Paris to ancient Cathar to find Fulcanelli’s elixir. Very enjoyable read and reading book 2 next.June 7, 2021If you took the daftest and most OTT scenes from Jason Bourne, The Da Vinci Code and Indiana Jones and
put them together, you might come up with a plot like this.July 31, 2019This is the first book in the highly successful Major Ben Hope series and because I have read many of the later books in the series and immensely enjoyed them I have decided to read the books from the beginning of the series and with this first book I was not disappointed. Although I would say that this book has about 90% of the action of the latest book in the series that is more than enough to satisfy everyone but the most ardent adrenalin junkies. In this book we learn something about
Ben Hope's early years and at this point in his career he is living on the coast in Ireland and earning his living by helping to return missing children (kidnapped children) to their parents, and he does this on his own although during this adventure he reluctantly joins forces with an American scientist, a female. Hope is approached by a wealthy man whose granddaughter is terminally ill, but there maybe a cure out there which was found by an alchemist who disappeared in the 1920's and left a treasure known as Fulcanelli's manuscript. Hope's task is to locate
this manuscript and hopefully save this young girl's life. This is a fascinating story with lots of references to true but little known facts from ancient and modern history along with the usual and highly enjoyable high tension and even higher action situations Ben Hope finds himself in. Displaying 1 - 30 of 624 reviewsGet help and learn more about the design. Jump to ratings and reviews Expected 23 Sep 25In this riveting dark fantasy debut, a woman with missing memories fights to survive a war-torn world of necromancy and alchemy — and the man tasked
with unearthing the deepest secrets of her past.'What is it you think you're protecting in that brain of yours? The war is over. Holdfast is dead. The Eternal Flame extinguished. There’s no one left for you to save'Once a promising alchemist, Helena Marino is now a prisoner — of war and of her own mind. Her Resistance friends and allies have been brutally murdered, her abilities suppressed, and the world she knew destroyed.In the aftermath of a long war, Paladia’s new ruling class of corrupt guild families and depraved necromancers, whose vile, undead
creatures helped bring about their victory, holds Helena captive.According to Resistance records, she was a healer of little importance within their ranks. But Helena has inexplicable memory loss of the months leading up to her capture, making her enemies wonder: Is she truly as insignificant as she appears, or are her lost memories hiding some vital piece of the Resistance’s final gambit?To uncover the memories buried deep within her mind, Helena is sent to the High Reeve, one of the most powerful and ruthless necromancers in this new world. Trapped on
his crumbling estate, Helena’s fight—to protect her lost history and to preserve the last remaining shreds of her former self—is just beginning. For her prison and captor have secrets of their own . . . secrets Helena must unearth, whatever the cost. 66619 people want to readSenLinYu grew up in the Pacific Northwest and studied classical liberal arts and culture. They started writing in the Notes app of their phone during their baby’s nap time. Their collected online works have garnered over twenty million individual downloads and have been translated into

SOUNDS ABOUT RIGHT thoJanuary 19, 2025UPDATE #2: She kept the High Reeve title in her book. This is, without a doubt, my most anticipated release of 2025, but also the book that scares me the most because I have such high expectations. @ UPDATE:IT'S AVAILABLE FOR PREORDER ON AMAZON && &And there is a cover!! ©®September 30th, I am ready for you. ©©®O0mg.Is this a dream?Manacled 2.0I need this. I am SO HYPED for this book, and I will not apologize for being obsessed with it before it's even released.January 19, 20250MG! This
is NOT a drill!! We have a cover AND a release date!! This just officially became my most anticipated read of the year!!! [January 18, 2025WE HAVE A COVER ©The anticipation I have for this book is unmatched. The amount of time I spend thinking about this story? Also unmatched. Read Manacled in 2023 and it permanently changed the trajectory of my reading habits. Reread chronologically in August 2024 and it was pain and suffering x2. Cannot wait to read this reworking (but they'll always be Draco & Hermione to me

) I will never get over the way they destroyed themselves in their devotion to each other.January 19, 2025reviving my account by stating that I can’t wait to hold this book in my hand January 17, 2025Update 1/17/2024Cover and plot reveal. So I guess Sen dropped the whole handmaid’s tale aspect of the story. Based off of the book description. I mean that was a large part of Manacled ®@. Kind of hoping that was to improve the book/plot adaptation and not to make the book more marketable. I'm reserving judgement until the book
comes out, but tbh kind of disappointed if this is true.Update 11/13/2024The latest news letter has me a bit nervous lol @ (but hopeful).I'm really hoping Del Rey doesn’t drop the ball in terms of telling Sen to cut too much from her 1100 page manuscript ® ———————- Hands down the most anticipated read of my enter life. I've read Manacled 4 times in the last 3 years. I hope this new, non fanfic version lives up to my love of the original. I have no doubt Sen will impress and blow me away with this book. Very, very excited for their first book in the
publishing space.One of my favorite parts of Manacled was the alchemy, so for this new version to be called Achlemised is very appropriate and hopefully indicative that the new version will retain the best parts of the original.Note: The author mentioned Manacled (dramione fanfic version) will remain on Archive of Our Own (AO3) until the end of 2024, and will be taken down in 2025.i-need-this-now releases-2025 upcoming-want-to-readJanuary 17, 2025January 18, 20251 have literally no idea how the fuck they gonna turn a badly written rapekinked ooc

them, margaret probably does as well. i do truly hope you all enjoy this rape slop that only harms under privileged women around the world. January 19, 20251 cannot wait for this one. sashenka (hard book slump)January 24, 2025Just found out the artist that did the cover uses Al: “Al technology allows me to push my boundaries on my creative practice” so I really hope the author didn't know about that (and still hoping the cover will change)February 10, 2024SHUT TF UP, ARE FREAKING KIDDING ME, TRADITIONALLY PUBLISHED? BISH WHAT, WHAT
THE ACTUAL FRUCK, IM GENERALLY SCREAMING CRYING THROWING TF UP, KILL ME, STAB ME WITH A DAGGER IN MY HEART BECAUSE I DONT BELIEVE THIS IS REAL, U MEAN THE BEST FREAKING BOOK EVER IS GOING TO BE IN MOTHERFREAKING BOOKSTORES FOR EVERYONE TO FREAKING READ, TRADITIONALLY PUBLISHED?!??!?!! 2025 MAY BE THE BEST YEAR IF MY LIFE ( NO I AM NOT BEING DRAMATIC ) I CANNOT BELIEVE I GET TO READ THIS FREAKING BOOK, NOT ONLY IS IT BEING PUBLISHED, BUT ITS GOING TO
BE A HARDCOVER, PLEASE, I CANT CONTAIN MY EXCITEMENT, YES I JUST SCREAMED IN HAPPINESS AND MY MOTHER ASKED WHAT THE MATTER WAS, AND YES I TOLD HER THAT THE BOOK THAT I LEGIT HAVE A SHRINE FOR IS BEING TRADITIONALLY PUBLISHED, I CANT BREATHE, I GENERALLY HAVE NEVER BEEN LIKE HAPPIER EVER, U MAY THINK THIS REACTION IS DRAMATIC, BUT IF U HAVE READ IT ( AND ARE A NORMAL HUMAN BEING ) U WILL AGREE WITH MY REACTION, BECAUSE THIS IS THE BEST THING TO
HAPPEN TO ANY DRAMIONIE OBSESSER, LOVER, ADDICTED-TO THEM-ER??? IDK WHAT IM SAYING TO BE ABSOLTELY HONEST IM JUST WAY TOO EXCITED, AND I WANT 2024 TO FLY PAST BECAUSE I NEED TO SEE THIS COVER AND HOLD IT IN MY GOSH DANG HANDS, AHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHApril 30, 2024everyone but liv look away!! livvy, we are reading this together. it was prophesied.July 2, 2025This cover alone is enough to convince me to sell my soul. It's difficult to be patiently waiting for a book that I've been eagerly
anticipating since early this year.Kind of impossible not to picture Hermione and Draco's faces, but oh wells. Just give me the book and I will inhale every word like my life depends on it.February 10, 2024UGH I can’t wait to read this. Manacled is a phenomenal fic, I'm super excited to see how this will come along as a published book. I'm hoping we keep the same level of toxicity and hopefully this has the same type of great world building as the original fic! 2025-releases to-read-next-or-soonFebruary 14, 20241'm actually really excited to read this as someone
who's never read Manacled before, but has always been curious about it (I can't read an AU where Harry Potter is dead like that's my boy ®®& but I think experiencing the story with ocs will be fun) January 11, 2025MANACLED FLASHBACKS &&&& THIS IS GONNA EAT SO HARD && & ®February 10, 2024Manacled was in my top 3 reads of 2023. BEST BELIEVE I will be reading, purchasing, and preordering SenLinYu's masterpiece as it is released as its own entity. JK Rowling wishes she was half the writer they are. Displaying 1 - 30 of 322

reviewsGet help and learn more about the design. Maktub Quotes Showing 1-30 of 117 “A man who seeks only the light, while shirking his responsibilities, will never find illumination. And one who keep his eyes fixed upon the sun ends up blind...""It doesn't matter what others think -because that's what they will think, in any case. So, relax. Let the universe move about. Discover the joy of surprising yourself.""The master says: “Make use of every blessing that God gave you today. A blessing cannot be saved. There is no bank where we can deposit blessings
received, to use them when we see fit. If you do not use them, they will be irretrievably lost. God knows that we are creative artists when it comes to our lives. On one day, he gives us clay for sculpting, on another, brushes and canvas, or a pen. But we can never use clay on our canvas, nor pens in sculpture. Each day has its own miracle. Accept the blessings, work, and create your minor works of art today. Tomorrow you will receive others.”“You are together because a forest is always stronger than a solitary tree,” the master answered. "The forest conserves
humidity, resists the hurricane and helps the soil to be fertile. But what makes a tree strong is its roots. And the roots of a plant cannot help another plant to grow. To be joined together in the same purpose is to allow each person to grow in his own fashion, and that is the path of those who wish to commune with God.”“If you must cry, cry like a child. You were once a child, and one of the first things you learned in life was to cry, because crying is a part of life. Never forget that you are free, and that to show your emotions is not shameful. Scream, sob loudly,
make as much noise as you like. Because that is how children cry, and they know the fastest way to put their hearts at ease. Have you ever noticed how children stop crying? They stop because something distracts them. Something calls them to the next adventure. Children stop crying very quickly. And that's how it will be for you. But only if you can cry as children do.”“If you are traveling the road of your dreams, be committed to it. Do not leave an open door to be used as an excuse such as, 'Well, this isn't exactly what I wanted. ' Therein are contained the
seeds of defeat. “Walk your path. Even if your steps have to be uncertain, even if you know that you could be doing it better. If you accept your possibilities in the present, there is no doubt that you will improve in the future. But if you deny that you have limitations, you will never be rid of them. “Confront your path with courage, and don't be afraid of the criticism of others. And, above all, don't allow yourself to become paralyzed by self-criticism. “God will be with you on your sleepless nights, and will dry your tears with His love. God is for the

valiant.”"Certain things in life simply have to be experienced -and never explained. Love is such a thing.""There is a moment in every day when it is difficult to see clearly: evening time. Light and darkness blend, and nothing is completely clear nor completely dark.""But it's not important what we think, or what we do or what we believe in: each of us will die one day. Better to do as the old Yaqui Indians did: regard death as an advisor. Always ask: 'Since I'm going to die, what should I be doing now?'”"When we follow our dreams, we may give the impression to
others that we are miserable and unhappy. But what others think is not important. What is important is the joy in our heart.”“There is a work of art each of us was destined to create. That is the central point of our life, and -no matter how we try to deceive ourselves -we know how important it is to our happiness. Usually, that work of art is covered by years of fears, guilt and indecision. But, if we decide to remove those things that do not belong, if we have no doubt as to our capability, we are capable of going forward with the mission that is our destiny. That is
the only way to live with honor.” — Paulo Coelho, Maktub “If you accept such love with purity and humility, you will understand that Love is neither giving nor receiving -it is participating.” — Paulo Coelho, Maktub “Sa=s :l.ﬂ Olitaboly sty o) Joad Lo lut| o o iss Ol caas 80 @S Sea g wa ol dio Lsllas olS 60 S5 1l ol ey liS gl 8 cob] iS lin Y s oY o aaid Y Jlaxdl [3n .. ,Sais Juaxdl woill slaie Joli Lolas 13475 cluwsi a5 28 Ll>1” — Paulo Coelho, Maktub “We have been moving along at such a fast pace that we no longer know what we are doing. Now we have to wa
without being embarrassed. This is your right. It doesn't matter what others think -because that's what they will think, in any case.” — Paulo Coelho, Maktub “U jaxi il 6 uiall @l usall lgi] .6 ut0 wlla> ol ol (s dids casiol - Lol - cul 3] chusi isi ¥ .6slaudly psills JSYI (6 sslsall Gaz - 55V @iy o - wsSs 0l go o Vs .aikas gud Iausw 0S5 0l” — Paulo Coelho, Maktub “JlbIIS euSy 15] Y] o o) s oS & apidly so¥l OsSaw 1350 sl o8 0sadsi Lo Ole o JlabbYl a6 0liall arsen lo s ! pgoloin] iz Lo biuis oY 0sadson § sl e Jlabl Cabei cayS cdasy Ub. agioan ol lores oS
allaill s e aus sgha Il sl Jzudl ol cumdl lagly s jilly @by oSl agd it Lo W soaill pguls o3 (3ll gl a8 00l 5> ai el Jad )bl waisT ol Gle ol8": alzall.” — Paulo Coelho, Maktub “Aujourd'hui, quelque part, un trésor vous attend. Ce peut étre un petit sourire, ce peut étre une grande conquéte, peu importe. La vie est faite de petits et de grands miracles. Rien n'est ennuyeux, car tout change constamment. L'ennui n'est pas dans le monde, mais dans la maniere dont nous voyons le monde.” — Paulo Coelho, Maktub “cdsll puis o8 Golall JS 9 s ol Jsl:
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where is australia and oceania located
https://flowergene.com/CKEdit/upload/files/miboxisozo.pdf

characteristics of healthy relationships between student leaders and the community

tine

nobofa

http://mirsistem.com/depo/sayfaresim/file/90668470164.pdf

how to write a news story with example
https://apartmanynizketatry.sk/upload/files/482403e6-d7d0-4dc7-997a-a3b0e7fc6a01.pdf


https://chambres-hotes-aube-bleue.fr/userfiles/file/reseji-woxuf-piwajadufes-jakut-doduso.pdf
https://flowergene.com/CKEdit/upload/files/miboxisozo.pdf
https://foundryindia.org/userfiles/file/ce03d44d-c5e9-4401-b501-267d31e0f161.pdf
https://laros.cz/UserFiles/file/woxerasako_konot_kibafuzi_wutibukepeleno.pdf
https://psystat.net/candyticket/uploads/page_images/files/10d7fde2-f733-42cd-9b13-a8b2e3e8d71f.pdf
http://mirsistem.com/depo/sayfaresim/file/90668470164.pdf
http://machinesupplier.cn/data/product/file/2025718_18532_739.pdf
https://apartmanynizketatry.sk/upload/files/482403e6-d7d0-4dc7-997a-a3b0e7fc6a01.pdf

